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An avoidable riot?
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Assam riots: Violence was in the air, 
but govt missed the signs

The migrants vs Bodos issue is much more 
than a law and order issue; it requires a 

political solution. 

Simantik Dowerah,  Jul 24, 2012

T he fear of ethnic riots hung heavy in the 
air but the authorities never saw it com-
ing.

The riot situation was building up gradually in 
the ethnically sensitive Bodoland Territorial Ad-
ministered Districts (BTAD)—Kokrajhar, Baska, 
and Chirang barring Udalguri in Assam—since 
the beginning of July. The police were slow to 
anticipate trouble and still slower initiating ac-
tion to quelling the flare-up. Nineteen people 
have lost their lives so far and people are still 
fleeing their homes for safety.

“On 6 July two persons from the minority com-
munity were killed. Again on 19 July, another 
two persons people from the minority commu-
nity were found dead. These two incidents were 
indicators of what would follow. Yet in both the 
cases, police failed either to identify or nab the 
culprits,” Pramod Boro, president of All Bodo 
Students’ Union, told Firstpost in a telephonic 
conversation.

Given the history of ethnic acrimony in the 
region, a retaliation was expected. “On 20 July, 
four ex-Bodo Liberation Tigers cadres were shot 
dead at Joypur under Kokrajhar police station,” 
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Boro said. The killings were evidently acts of 
mischief-makers, who were aware about what 
exactly it takes to trigger a riot. But Boro blames 
the state government more.

“Whenever there is violence in the BTAD areas, 
the state government never takes any initiative 
to check it. There is an absolute lack of security 
forces. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is handling 
the home portfolio. He is also heading the Uni-
fied Command. There is not enough military or 
paramilitary presence in the disturbed areas. 
We are not safe. The administration is weak and 
not doing enough. We have already given them 
a list of sensitive areas where forces are needed. 
But there has been no deployment of forces,” he 
said.

He was hinting at lack of forces deployment 
to protect about 50,000 Bodos living in the 33 
relief camps.

The indigenous Bodos consider the Muslims in 
the area as illegal migrants from Bangladesh, 
even though many of them are settled migrants, 
born in this region after 1947. There have been 
several clashes between both the groups over 
the last decade. Boro sought to emphasise — 
without saying in as many words — that the in-
digenous people were under threat from outsid-
ers whose population has been rising.

The All Bodoland Minority Students’ Union 
(ABMSU), president Sultan Alam, has a differ-
ent take though. “I have heard that 10 compa-
nies of security forces are in Kokrajhar. Where 
are they deployed? They are certainly not de-
ployed in Muslim villages. Not a single security 
personnel is in my village. I am myself living 
like a refugee fearing for my life,” he told First-
post.

Alam, was indicating that forces were deployed 
to protect the Bodo areas, not the minority-
dominated areas.

He also gave a different spin to the 20 July 
killings. While Boro called it a killing by “Bang-
ladeshi minorities”, Alam said that the ex-BLT 

members were caught by “locals” and lynched 
for allegedly opening fire.

On 23 July, the Rajdhani Express was stopped 
at the Kokrajhar railway station for hours by 
activists from the minority community. Both 
the leaders, however, insist that ethnic harmony 
should prevail. Alam has appealed the Central 
government to intervene and order a CBI in-
quiry in to all the incidents between 20-23 July.

Despite the smooth talk from both sides, the 
situation remains volatile and the government 
looks like it is in no position to provide a time 
frame within which peace would be restored.

Assam’s Transport and Tourism Minister and 
member of Bodoland People’s Front, Chandan 
Brahma, who is visiting the area said the situa-
tion was tense.

“It is hard to fix a time for peace to return. What 
started as a small Bodo and non-Bodo incident 
has snowballed into a full-fledged ethnic con-
flict. The situation became bad when the four 
former BLT members were killed,” Brahma told 
Firstpost over telephone while on his way to 
Chirang district. But the minister did not agree 
that there was a shortage of forces.

“There are also lot of rumours flying here and 
there. We are in favour of a political settlement 
to the issue,” the minister said. It’s tacit accept-
ance of the fact that the situation in BDAT is 
not just a law and order problem. The Udalguri, 
Darrang and Sonitpur districts had a similar, 
though far more intense, flare-up in 2008. It 
had led to loss of lives and large scale internal 
displacement of people.

The government should be worried that in the 
conflict in the Bodo dominated areas is now 
turning out to be locals vs migrant settlers issue. 
The Bodos feel they are losing the demographic 
advantage due to the influx of `illegal’ settlers 
and might soon turn a minority in their own 
land. So far, no political party has applied itself 
to tackling the issue.
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Assam riots: What leaves Bodos 
angry and frustrated?

There is increasing pressure from the migrant 
population on the locals. The Bodos 

feel threatened.

Simantik Dowerah,  Jul 25, 2012

W hy are the Bodos on a short fuse all 
the time? As another conflagration 
sweeps across the Bodoland dis-

tricts—nearly 50 people have been killed and 
170,000 rendered homeless so far in the latest 
one—the time is apt to revisit the crux of the 
problem.

It’s unfortunate that the largest and the oldest 
plain tribe in Assam with a rich cultural history 
would be known for conflicts only. It has indeed 
been a trouble-torn history — the Bodos have 
found themselves at war with different people 

from time to time with devastating results for 
both sides in the conflict. Their leaders would 
say it is about rights, not alone claim over land 
and local resources.

“It is not land issue alone. It is deprivation on 
several fronts. Our areas remain underdevel-
oped,” All Bodo Students’ Union (ABSU) presi-
dent Pramod Boro told Firstpost from Kokra-
jhar over telephone. He would not admit that 
Bodos are prone to picking up fights. “With the 
Assamese and Bengali population we have led 
a fairly peaceful life. In 1996, we had an ethnic 
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clash with the Adivasis. But I believe that it was 
a third force that ignited the fire between the 
Santhals and the Bodos,” Boro said.

The Bodo-Santhal conflict which broke out in 
May 1996 in Kokrajhar and Gossaigaon resulted 
in the displacement of over 250,000 people. 
The fight started again in 1998 triggering an-
other wave of exodus from both communities. 
In both the conflicts, hundreds lost their lives. 
During the dreaded 90s, militancy reached its 
peak in Bodoland, particularly in Kokrajhar 
district.

It is no secret that Bodo militant groups like the 
National Democratic Front of Bodoland and 
Bodo Liberation Tigers Front used gun power to 
scare away non-Bodo population from Bodo ar-
eas. The groups used force to assert their domi-
nance in areas where they were in minority. The 
Adivasi Cobra Force, the Santhal militant wing, 
was born out of the relentless attack.

Boro, however, chose to differ. “The enquiry 
commission set up by the state government to 
look into the Bodo-Santhal conflict never gave 
its report. So it is wrong to blame the Bodos 
for the conflict. I still believe that some outside 
force were behind this. If you go to a village to-
day, you will find that both Bodos and Santhals 
are co-existing peacefully,” the ABSU president 
said. Given the history of conflicts this only ap-
pears partial truth. The Bodos have been in fight 
against Bengalis too though it never escalated to 
unmanageable levels.

The latest conflict involves Bangladeshi mi-
grants. According to Bodo leaders, there has 
been large scale influx of illegal migrants to the 
Bodo districts. The local population is now at 
the risk of turning into a minority. The increas-
ing population increases pressure on common 
economic resources too, they maintain. “Bang-
ladeshis are filling Assam every day. This is not 

a secret…They would no longer be a minority. 
They would be majority very soon. Bangladeshis 
are a real threat.” Kameswar Brahma, president, 
Bodo Sahitya Sabha (BSS), agrees. When there 
would be pressure from external population, 
temperature will simmer, he said.

Anjali Daimary, convenor, Bodo National Con-
ference, said, “In the 80s and 90s the Muslim 
population was so less. Today the indigenous 
population is facing a threat. People now say we 
are just a 20 percent of the population.”

Boro pointed out that new non-Bodo organisa-
tions coming out in BTAD areas were a matter 
of concern. “These non-Bodo organisations are 
working against the interest of the Bodos and 
also the non-Bodos. They are instigating a sense 
of insecurity among the non-Bodo population in 
Bodo areas,” the ABSU chief said.

Brahma blamed the mess in the Bodo areas 
directly on the Central government. “The Cen-
tre has failed to provide rights to the Bodos and 
Santhals. Even though we have the Bodoland 
Territorial Areas District (BTAD) under the 
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) it is more 
or less toothless,” Brahma told Firstpost. “The 
state government is also neglecting the Bodo 
areas. Had the BTC got full administrative and 
police power the present situation would not 
have escalated to this extent. Lack of executive 
power to the body worsened the situation,” he 
said, adding lack of opportunity and years of ne-
glect have put the Bodos in a state of distress.”

Both called for short and long term policies to 
end the recurring violence. “There is an ur-
gent need to review the entire internal security 
scenario in our areas. The entire law and order 
situation needs an evaluation and reorganisa-
tion to instil confidence among people,” Boro 
said.
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Assam violence shows we need 
to open up legal migration

The solution to illegal Bangladeshi migration - the root 
cause of the violence in Assam - is more controlled 

and liberal legal immigration.

R Jagannathan,  Jul 25, 2012

A ssam is reaping the wages of communal 
politics. This time largely of the Con-
gress variety — where vote banks have 

been courted through the clandestine encour-
agement of illegal Bangladeshi migrants over 
the last few decades.

The Bodo-Bangladeshi migrant clashes in 
Kokrajhar district — now heading for a toll close 
to 50 — are only the latest payback in this kind 
of politics. The BJP could now be equally eager 
to jump in on the side of the ethnic Assamese, 
Bodos and other inhabitants, who now fear — as 
they always have — that they will become mi-
norities in their own states and district territo-
ries.

This is a realistic fear, and given current illegal 
immigration trends, Assam could well become 

a 35-40 percent Muslim state over the next 30 
years. The 2001 census put the ratio of Hindu 
to Muslim population at 65:31:4 (with 4 per-
cent constituting the rest). Between 1901 and 
2001, the Muslim proportions have more than 
doubled, from 15 percent to 31 percent – that’s 
a decadal growth of over 7 percent that could 
not have happened through any natural process, 
barring immigration.

But the real ratios could be more adverse than 
the 65:31 indicated in the 2001 census (the 2011 
census will show what’s going on), since it is 
common knowledge that there may be deliber-
ate undercounting of illegal immigrants due to 
political machinations.

However, the point is not to blame politicians 
from seeking to make electoral gains from im-
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migration. This happens all the time in all par-
ties.

The demographics of the north-east will in-
variably be impacted by illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants, most of them Muslims, for two 
impossible-to-change realities: the sheer weight 
of population pressures in Bangladesh, which 
pushes them into Assam and the rest of the 
north-east; and the pull effect of jobs and eco-
nomic growth in India.

In fact, illegal Bangladeshi migration is a reality 
not only in the north-east, but in every urban 
centre, including Delhi, Mumbai, and the east-
ern states of West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

The starting point to finding any solution must 
recognise this reality: that the Bangladeshi 
influx cannot be stopped. Short of building a 
Berlin Wall and shooting anyone trying to enter 
India (the Berlin Wall, of course, was meant to 
do the opposite, stop people from leaving East 
Germany), there is no solution to the problem.

With the best monitoring, heavy electronic and 
physical policing, and much better governance, 
the US could not stop Hispanics from Mexico 
from becoming the largest single minority in 
North America. Fortress Europe has not been 
able to check the rise of illegal immigration 
from north Africa.

So what is the chance that India will be able to 
do any better? Add corruption to the equation, 
and even building strong fences will not stem 
the flow.

The three premises one has to take for granted 
are:

One, illegal migration can at best be slowed 
down.

Two, while mischief-makers like the ISI will 
take advantage to promote terror through 
Muslim immigration, the real reason for the 
demographic aggression from Bangladesh is 
economic.

Three, a corollary follows. The inflows will 
reduce and stop only when economic opportu-
nities improve and population pressures ease in 

Bangladesh.

It is from these basic assumptions that we need 
to evolve a strategy to deal with illegal immigra-
tion.

The broad contours of what we need to do in-
volves making a few strategic choices.

First, we must open up formal immigration 
channels for Bangladeshi nationals wanting 
to migrate for work to India. We could cre-
ate yearly quotas – like the US does for H1B 
– though our quotas will be more basic, for we 
will get both the bottom end of unskilled immi-
grants and the top end, who can work in our in-
fotech companies. We can be liberal with work 
permits, but these must be registered, and not 
given the right to vote in local elections — ex-
cept through a long-term process of naturalisa-
tion as indicated in the Indian Citizenship Act.

Second, as part of the deal to allow freer immi-
gration, we must negotiate greater investment 
freedom for our businessmen in Bangladesh. 
This would create good quality jobs in Bangla-
desh — while benefiting our companies in terms 
of cheaper, skilled workforces.

Third, the immigrants coming to India should 
be well-dispersed over the country. This is hap-
pening anyway, so it can’t be an issue.

Fourth, we must persuade Bangladesh to offer 
better protection to its Hindu minority, which 
has fallen from over 31 percent during partition 
to less than 10 percent now.

Politically, Bangladesh has to move towards 
greater secularisation and reduced Islamisation 
— and become more diverse like India. As it was 
before partition.

India’s historical role is the building of a secular 
polity in the sub-continent, and the right place 
to begin is with Bangladesh, where the regime 
under Sheikh Hasina is more than willing to 
head in this direction.

The Assam violence should remind us of this 
larger Indian responsibility. We already have 
opened doors to Nepali migrants; it’s time to do 
the same with Bangladesh and even Sri Lanka.
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Assam riots: Fruits of living in 
denial over Bangladesh influx

The problem that underlies both the latest riots and 
the simmering tensions in Assam and elsewhere in the 
North-East is unchecked infiltration of Bangladeshis. 

Venky Vembu,  Jul 25, 2012

O ne of the red herrings being tossed 
around in the context of the ongo-
ing riots in Assam is that the Muslims 

who attacked the Bodo tribals and drove them 
out of their homes are in fact Indians, and that 
it breaks their bleeding riotous hearts to be 
branded Bangladeshi settlers.

As perverse as that may sound, that claim isn’t 
an elaborate justification for the riots as typical 
‘boys will be boys’ conduct. But it does represent 
another effort to draw the curtain on the foun-
dational problem that underlies both the latest 
riots and the simmering tensions in Assam and 
elsewhere in the North East: the problem of un-
checked infiltration of Bangladeshis into India.

Precise estimates of the number of illegal Bang-
ladeshi immigrants in India are hard to come 
by but conservative official estimates put it at 
over 20 million. But every attempt to raise it as 
a matter of concern, and to point to the security 
and other social perils that they come laden 
with have been met with cussed unwillingness 
to face the facts.

Lt Gen (Retd) SK Sinha, who served in the 
region and served as Assam Governor follow-
ing his retirement, knows what it means to raise 
the red flag of warning. In 1998, as Governor, 
he sent a report to President KR Narayanan, in 
which he warned of a grave danger to India’s 
security from the influx of illegal migrants from 
Bangladesh.
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In that report, Sinha had pointed out that even 
as far back as 1947, Pakistan wanted Assam 
incorporated in East Pakistan (as the eastern 
province that subsequently became Bangladesh 
was known). Only the opposition of regional 
leaders thwarted that transfer, but the matter 
rankled with Pakistani leaders who equated it 
as a dispute nearly as important as the Kashmir 
dispute. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto is known to have 
claimed that Pakistan had “very good claims” 
over Assam and some districts adjacent to East 
Pakistan.

Sinha’s report noted that even the father of the 
Bangladeshi revolution, Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, whom India helped to liberate Bangladesh 
in1971, had expressed a covetous desire for As-
sam, given its forest and mineral resources. “No 
matter how friendly our relations with Bangla-
desh,” Sinha had warned, “we can ill-afford to 
ignore the dangers inherent in a demographic 
invasion from that country.”

For his efforts, Sinha was pilloried by the Con-
gress and the CPM and accused of stoking com-
munal tension. Some 22 Congress MPs wrote to 
the President asking for Sinha’s recall.

Sinha’s concern all along, as a military strate-
gist, was that the whole of India’s north-eas-
teren region was connected to the rest of India 
by a “chicken neck corder” which, if cut off, 
would effectively isolate the region. He feared 
that the influx of illegal migrants was turning 
lower Assam districts – particularly Dhubri and 
Goalpara – into a Muslim-majority region, and 
that it would be only a matter of time before 
they demanded merger with Bangladesh as part 
of a ‘Greater Bangladesh project’. “The loss of 
lower Assam will sever the entire land mass of 
the northeast from the rest of India and the rich 
natural resources of that region will be lost to 
the natin,” Sinha had observed.

In the decade and more since then, the plot has 
played out exactly as Sinha has predicted, and 
has been borne out by Census statistics over 
time, but most political parties have been blind 
to the security and social threats arising there-
from.

The irony is that the Indian Muslims in Assam, 
for all their religious affinity with the illegal 

Bangladeshi Musim immigrants, lose just as 
much from the influx as the other native people 
of Assam. The illegal immigrants compete for 
the same manual work – as rickshaw pullers 
and in the construction and other industries. 
And being somewhat more desperate for jobs, 
they are considered more industrious. And if 
they manage to procure illegal citizenship docu-
ments in the black market, as often happens, 
they illegal immigrants even have access to 
work under the NREGA program and services 
under the National Rural Health Mission.

Yet, political parties are reluctant to so much as 
have an honest conversation on this issue.

On the other hand, the argument has been 
made that there may even be an acceptable level 
of illegal immigration from Bangladesh on the 
ground that they add to the cheap labour pool in 
India. This argument is specious on at least two 
counts. For one, India isn’t exactly lacking in 
unskilled labour force, given the vast numbers 
that still live in abject poverty in both rural and 
urban areas. If it weren’t for rural employment 
guarantee schemes that have driven wage price 
inflation, there would still be an abundance 
of cheap labour. And now, illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants have even begun to access these 
schemes and health services, driving up the cost 
of service delivery.

For another, even if it’s an overstatement that 
every illegal immigrant is a potential security 
threat, the presence of millions of such immi-
grants—who effectively remain off the radar of 
the official agencies—is a recipe for disaster.

Even if it is the case that the riots in Kokrajhar, 
which have since spread to other districts were 
not directly perpetrated by illegal immigrants, 
their unchecked entry in the millions over time 
has played an undeniable role in sharpening 
religious and ethnic polarisation in Assam and 
other States in the northeastern region. To live 
in continued denial over this will only stoke the 
tensions even further.

Right now, the immediate need is for calm to be 
restored, but the longer a mature discussion on 
the underlying problem is delayed, the bigger 
and more serious will it get.
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Was the Bodo-Muslim violence 
in Assam pre-planned?

W hile the situation in districts of As-
sam like Kokrajhar and Dhubri re-
mains tense despite police and army 

presence, reports suggest the violence may have 
been planned in advance with some survivors 
saying that they were attacked by Bodo mili-
tants who were dressed in combat uniforms and 
appeared to have training in using guns.

Villagers at a relief camp have alleged that they 
were herded into areas based on their religion 
and once they were out of the village their hous-
es were burnt and they were shot at, the Indian 
Express reported

“We became sitting ducks because we listened 
to the Bodo leaders and shifted to an area near 
our village to stay together. This enabled the 
attackers to set fire to our unguarded houses. 
At the same time, they encircled the area where 
we had all shifted,” one of the residents of a 
relief camp Azizul Haque was quoted as saying.

Haque, who was shot in the stomach cites the 
presence of Bodo attackers dressed in combat 
uniforms, who were well armed and appeared to 
have training.

As Firstpost had pointed out the violence was 

building up gradually in the ethnically sensitive 
Bodoland Territorial Administered Districts 
(BTAD)—Kokrajhar, Baska, and Chirang bar-
ring Udalguri in Assam—since the beginning of 
July but the state government had failed to act 
on it.

In an example of the random violence that is 
plaguing the region, another witness Sariful-
lah from Kokrajhar spoke of how his teenage 
brother was pulled off a vehicle he was hanging 
off while escaping from his village and stabbed 
multiple times. He succumbed to his injuries.

Thousands of Bodo residents of the villages af-
fected by the violence have also been displaced 
to the relief camps that are both ill-stocked with 
facilities, The Hindu reported.

Many of those who were in the relief camps 
didn’t have much to go back to.

A resident of the Bamungaon Halipara vil-
lage, Neelkamal Basumatary, spoke of how a 
mob had invaded the village and set fire to all 
the houses in the village.  Others spoke of how 
police stood by even while the homes of Bodos 
were burnt.

In an interview with Firstpost, All Bodo Stu-
dents’ Union (ABSU) president Pramod Boro 
has blamed the violence on not only the illegal 
immigration but the economic deprivation in 
the region as well. It’s a claim that has been ech-
oed by the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi as well.

However, despite the presence of large num-
bers of police and army personnel in the region, 
evidently it would more than just flag marches 
and the enforcement of law and order to allow 
the thousands of refugees now stranded in relief 
camps to be able to return to their homes.

Accounts from villagers displaced by the violence in 
Assam indicates the attacks may have been well planned. 

FP Staff,  Jul 26, 2012
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Assam DGP says trouble in 
Kokrajhar to continue for years

The Director General of Police said that the communal 
tensions in areas like Assam’s Kokrajhar district 

could not be resolved easily due to the mix of 
population and other issues in the area.

FP Staff,  Jul 26, 2012

I n an exclusive interview with CNN-IBN, 
Assam’s Director General of Police Jayanta 
Choudhury says the mixture of population 

in areas like Kokrajhar district make policing 
the area difficult and even though a temporary 
peace can be achieved for now, it will not be 
easy to bring an equilibrium in the area which is 
acceptable to all.

Q: You had gone to the spot to assess the 
situation, what did you see importantly 
why it is talking so long for the Assam 
government to bring the situation under 
control?

A: Well you have to look at the area. The terrain 

is dispersed, the villages are dispersed, and you 
have a mix of population. So to police over the 
whole area you need not just one or two pick-
ets, you need many all over the place. We have 
now deployed the force that is why in the past 
24 hours there been few minor incidents but no 
major incidents.

Q: But the fact is 40 people have died 
already, over 2 lakhs displaced. A re-
port that has come out today saying 
that the Meghalaya Governer, and also 
former IPS officer and NSG chief, Ranjit 
Mooshahary has held the Assam govern-
ment resoponsible for the communal 
flare up. He also claimed that the Assam 
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government was unable to prevent the 
clashes despite having prior indication. 
Did you have prior information as early 
as may that there could be trouble and 
why did you not act sir then?

A: Well he is an esteemed and very experienced 
professional. Perhaps it won’t be appropriate on 
my part to comment. He certainly has very good 
sources of information, so I have nothing to say 
to what he has said.

Q:Wasn’t there tension in Kokrajhar 
since May?

A: This has always been an explosive area. You 
have a mix of population, you have people who 
are unhappy with the system. Not just today or 
tomorrow but for years to come you will have 
troubles in this area.

Q: The Bodoland territorial chief Ha-
grama Mohilary has demanded immedi-
ate sealing Indo-Bangladesh border. But 
clearly that can’t be the only reason. Is it 
just illegal migration from Bangladesh 
that is cause of the violence? What was 
the state intelligence forces doing? If 
there is already Army, Para-military forc-
es present in the area then why this flare 
up? What is exact cause of this sir?

A: As I said you have to go to the ground to see 
the dispersal of the villages and the population 
mix. And also the very high emotion that runs 
through because of various factors like the po-
litical and social. And of course, the hunger for 
land. So its not merely a law and order problem. 
If you see earlier flare ups in Assam for the past 
twenty years, the Bodos and the Adivasis, the 
Bodos and the other communities, this is some-
thing we gonna have to learn to resolve. Right 
now its certainly not a comfortable equilibrium.

Q: There have also been hints drop that 
the Bodo militant groups, like NDFB, are 
also involved in the violence. Did you 
have any information of militant groups 
also perhaps being involved in the vio-
lence?

A: Well the NDFB belongs to the Bodo commu-
nity. And yes its possible that individuals from 
the NDFB were involved. We have no evidence 
that they are involved in killings but their pres-
ence is certainly a possibility. A very, very 
strong possibility.

Q: On one hand you have Bengali Muslim 
groups on the other hand Bodo groups. 
Are the peace efforts in the ground work-
ing sir? Do you get a sense that a situa-
tion is going to get back to normal in the 
next 24 hrs?

A: Our objective in the next 48 hrs is to main-
tain what we have done in the past 24 hrs, so 
that there are no major incidents of violence. An 
all party delegation will go tomorrow and they 
will do their work to try to get the community 
leaders together. Once that happens, hopefully 
in the next week or so, we will be in the process 
of beginning normalization. So many people are 
living out of the villages and till they go back 
you cannot claim normalcy. At least we can be-
gan the process, we can take the first step.
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A timeline of Bodo-Muslim 
violence in Assam

J uly 2012 — Clashes between Bodos and 
Muslims erupt on July 20 in Kokrajhar 
and spread to neighboring Chirang and 

Dhubri districts. At least 40 people die in five 
days of violence that displaces some 200,000. 
Hundreds of homes are burned to the ground.

Aug – Oct 2008: About 70 people are killed 
and more than 100,000 made homeless as Mus-
lims and Bodos clash in the districts of Udalguri 
and Darrang.

May – Sept 1998 — More than 50 people are 
killed in clashes between Bodos and Santhals. 
Riots displace some 80,000 people and relief 
camps are attacked.

May 1996 — More than 200 people are killed 
and over 200,000 displaced in widespread 
clashes between Bodos and Santhal tribals in 
Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon districts.

July 1994 — Violence between Bodos and 
Muslims in Barpeta district kills an estimated 
100 people, including many Muslims who had 
been sheltering in a relief camp in Bansbari 
town.

October 1993 — About 50 people are killed in 
clashes between people from the ethnic Bodo 
tribe and immigrant Muslims in Assam’s west-
ern district of Bongaigaon.

A history of violent clashes that have 
erupted in Assam.

AP,  Jul 26, 2012
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Refugee Crisis
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Muslim, Bodo villagers 
flood Assam relief camps

Streams of villagers are fleeing their homes in fear of violence: Associated Press

Muslim families who are victims of ethnic violence stand with their babies at a relief camp at Bhot 
Gaon village in Kokrajhar: Associated Press
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Bodo community children who are victims of ethnic violence take rest in a relief camp at Pithaguri 
village in Kokrajhar: Associated Press

Ethnic Bodo women who are victims of ethnic violence cry at a relief camp at Bhot Gaon village in 
Kokrajhar: Associated Press
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A house burns in Kachugaon village in Kokrajhar. PTI

People inspecting a house damaged by some miscreants in Kokrajhar. AP

Assam violence escalates, 
thousands homeless
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An injured Bodo person is taken for treatment to a hospital in the riot-hit Kokrajhar district on 
Monday. PTI

Security personnel keep vigil in curfew-bound Kokrajhar. Authorities have clamped curfew in the 
region following clashes between two groups. PTI
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Train travails
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Northeast train services 
disrupted over Assam violence

G uwahati:  Train services to and from 
the northeast have been severely hit 
and more than 20,000 passengers have 

been stranded at different places following 
violence in lower Assam which has claimed 25 
lives.

North East Frontier Railway spokesman N 
Bhattacharjee on Tuesday said that 11 down 
trains from Guwahati, Dibrugarh and Kama-
khya railway stations have been cancelled.

Altogether 21 trains, including the Guwahati-
bound Rajdhani Express, have been halted at 

different places along the route leaving more 
than 20,000 passengers stranded.

Unidentified elements had pelted stones and 
damaged four coaches of the Guwahati-bound 
Rajdhani Express earlier in the day at Gos-
saigaon in Kokrajhar. However, no one was 
hurt.

The Delhi-bound Rajdhani Express was halted 
on Monday at Pratapkhat between Kokrajhar 
and Gossaigaon by angry protestors who squat-
ted on tracks.

The down trains cancelled by NF Railway due 
to non-arrival of corresponding trains include 
Rajdhani Express, Kamrup Express and Brah-
maputra Mail from Dibrugarh station.

The trains cancelled from Guwahati station 
include Bangalore Express, Sampark Kranti 
Express, North East Express, Avadh Assam 
Express, Kanchanjunga Express and Dadar 
Express.

The cancelled trains from Kamakhya station 
include Danapur bound Capital Express and 
Ranchi Express, Bhattacharjee said.

Train services to and from the northeast have been 
severely hit and more than 20,000 passengers have been 
stranded at different places following violence in lower 

Assam which has claimed 25 lives.

 PTI, Jul 24, 2012
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Thousands of protestors halt 
Rajdhani, other trains in Assam

A huge mob has stopped the Delhi-Guwahati 
Rajdhani Express, even as clashes and rioting 

have killed 18 people in Assam.

FP Staff,  Jul 23, 2012

T housands of protestors have descended 
on railway tracks in Assam, bringing 
train services in the state to a grinding 

halt. The protestors are reportedly , demanding 
the release of those arrested for killing 4 ex-
militants.

Earlier a huge mob has stopped the Delhi-Gu-
wahati Rajdhani Express, and now more train 
services have been affected.

Reports said that the train which is reportedly 
packed with passengers, was stopped by a huge 
mob near the restive Kokrajhar district where 
rioting has claimed 18 lives, and caused tens 
of thousands to flee. The train had initially left 
Guwahati at 7.30am.

Security forces have been rushed to the area in 

an effort to quell the situation.

Tens of thousands of villagers in the state have 
fled their homes in fear of rioting.

The Assam government has sent in troops to 
quell the clashes, and opened at least a half-
dozen shelters for some 30,000 people, mostly 
women and children, who have fled their vil-
lages in search of protection.

An additional 10 people have gone missing since 
the clashes over land rights erupted in western 
Kokrajhar district between the region’s ethnic 
Bodo community and Muslim settlers, Assam’s 
police chief JN Choudhury said.

The violence has spread to two neighboring 
districts. Police have discovered bodies hacked 
by machetes and left in the jungle or along road-
sides or river banks.

Animosity and accusations of land-stealing have 
long simmered between Bodos and the thou-
sands of mostly Bengali Muslim settlers, many 
of whom came from the former East Pakistan 
before it became Bangladesh in 1971.

The two groups have clashed sporadically since 
1990s and burned each other’s homes and prop-
erty, state officials said.
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Roy seeks adequate force 
to protect trains in Assam

Roy also informed that the Railways is taking 
steps to position affected trains at bigger stations. 

 PTI, Jul 24, 2012

N ew Delhi: Concerned over the prevail-
ing situation in Assam, Railway Min-
ister Mukul Roy today sought deploy-

ment of adequate forces in the affected areas to 
ensure safety of passengers and trains.

Roy drew the attention of Union Home Minis-
ter P Chidambaram and Assam Chief Minister 
Tarun Gogoi to the tense situation and request-
ed assistance for safe and smooth movement of 
trains in the state.

“Railway Minister spoke to Chidambaram and 
Gogoi and apprised them of the difficulties be-
ing faced by the Railways in ensuring safe and 
smooth movement of trains to and from As-
sam,” said a close aide of Roy.

Roy emphasised that the safety and security of 
the passengers are of uppermost concern and 
the movement of passenger carrying trains in 

the affected areas will be governed keeping in 
view this objective.

Till now, 26 trains have been cancelled due to 
the disturbance in the region. In addition, 37 
trains have been regulated at various stations 
on the route resulting in trains running behind 
schedule.

Seeking adequate deployment of security forces 
specially at the 54 km long route, the badly 
affected area between Srirampur and Salakati 
stations, to ensure smooth and safe movement 
of trains, Roy informed that the Railways is try-
ing its best to regulate the train movement in 
the zone.

He said efforts are on to run those trains which 
were stranded in the region for more than 24 
hours.

Roy also informed that the Railways is taking 
steps to position affected trains at bigger sta-
tions so that the stranded passengers could be 
provided with food, water and security.

He pointed out that Railways has geared up to 
provide best possible care to the stranded pas-
sengers in the given circumstances.

Zonal railways specially North East Frontier 
Railway and Eastern Railway are issuing regular 
bulletins informing public about cancellation 
and regulation of trains in the affected area.
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A Chief Minister 
under attack
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Assam riots: Digvijaya defends Gogoi, 
rejects Guj comparisons

In an interview with CNN-IBN, Senior Congress 
spokesman Digvijaya Singh defended Assam CM 

Tarun Gogoi and said that comparisons could 
not be made to the Gujarat riots.

FP Staff,  Jul 26, 2012

C ongress spokesperson Digvijaya Singh 
defended Assam’s Chief Minister Tarun 
Gogoi‘s functioning during the violence 

in Assam, saying he cannot be judged on the ba-
sis of one incident of communal violence when 
tensions between the Bodo tribe and minority 
Muslims in the area have been simmering for 
decades.

In an interview with CNN-IBN, Singh also 

rejected any suggestion that the incidents in As-
sam could be equated to the communal violence 
that took place in Gujarat in 2002, saying, “The 
Gujarat violence was state sponsored. This is 
not state sponsored. The state government is 
trying its utmost to bring peace to Assam.”

The BJP and other opposition parties have been 
calling for Gogoi to step down, saying that the 
Congress had been repeatedly asking for the 
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resignation of Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi over the incidents in Gujarat.

“The difference between Assam and Gujarat 
was that in Assam the state administration has 
done its best to bring about peace as soon as 
possible. What happened in Gujarat was in the 
state capital. But what happened in Assam was 
in rural areas, which are also inaccessible in the 
monsoon. So the state government had nothing 
to do with it”, Singh said.

On the issue of illegal migration of Bangladeshi 
Muslims in to the Bodo territories, Digvijaya 
said that the government has been trying to 
identify the illegal migrants in the area, add-
ing that special courts at district level had been 
formed to take up such cases.

However, he said that the growth of the Muslim 

population in Assam had been consistent to the 
growth of Muslims in other states of the coun-
try.

“The main issue is a conflict of land that is aris-
ing due to flooding. The government has been 
trying to sort this out”, he said.

Singh added that this was not the right time for 
the Chief Minister to step down, saying, “We 
have to bring peace first. We have to stop vio-
lence. We have to provide food and medicine 
first.”

He also defended the fact that Gogoi chose to 
visit the violence affected Kokrajhar district a 
full five days after the violence was first report-
ed, saying that the visit of any Chief Minister 
or VIP had to be at the right moment and only 
when peace was restored.

http://www.firstpost.com/
http://av.firstpost.com/2012/07/150842_dig26july.mp4


PM calls Gogoi, asks him to 
bring situation under control

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh today took stock of the 
situation in Assam where ethnic clashes have taken place 

and directed Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to do 
everything possible to control violence.

 PTI, Jul 24, 2012

N ew Delhi: Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh today took stock of the situation 
in Assam where ethnic clashes have 

taken place and directed Assam Chief Minister 
Tarun Gogoi to do everything possible to con-
trol violence.

“The Prime Minister spoke to the Chief Min-
ister (over phone) and took stock of the situa-
tion. The Prime Minister has directed him to 
do everything possible to control the situation 
and for relief and rehabilitation of the affected,” 
a spokesperson in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(PMO) said.

Gogoi informed the Prime Minister about the 

steps taken by the government in the localities 
where clashes between Bodo tribals and minor-
ity immigrants took place.

Twenty-one people have been killed in ethnic 
violence in Assam even as thousands have been 
rendered homeless with most of them taking 
shelter in government-run relief camps. The 
violence followed an incident of the firing on 
two student leaders in Kokrajhar.

Fresh violence was today reported in Kokrajhar 
and Chirang districts. Indefinite curfew was in 
force in Kokrajhar district while night curfew 
has been clamped in Chirang and Dhubri dis-
tricts.
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 PTI,  Jul 25, 2012

Gogoi blames economic disparity 
for violence in state

G uwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun 
Gogoi today said economic backward-
ness was a major reason for ethnic 

conflicts like the ongoing one and pledged that 
his government will try to improve living stand-
ards and create job opportunities so that such 
incidents do not recur.

“Economic backwardness is a reason (for such 
conflicts). So our thrust is to develop our econ-
omy,” Gogoi said in an interview to a city-based 
private news channel.

Asked if economic growth would help to bring 
down such conflicts based on ethnicity and 
communal animosity, he said, “Definitely. Such 
incidents will definitely go down with economic 
growth and more employment opportunities.”

He also said, “One of the reasons why insurgen-

cy in the state has subsided is because of grow-
ing employment opportunities, development of 
infrastructure and expansion in agriculture.”

The chief minister said he was in touch with 
the Railway Ministry over the issue of disrup-
tion of train services to the northeast due to the 
violence in Kokrajhar, Chirang, Bongaigaon and 
Dhubri districts.

“Assam was a complicated case” due to prolif-
eration of various ethnic and religious groups in 
the state, he said.

Asked why he had not visited the trouble-torn 
areas, he said, “If I go, the entire administration 
will be busy protecting me. Let them do their 
job… Even when there is flood, I never go. Why 
disturb official work?”
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