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Karnataka witnesses 70 percent 
polling across the state

Karnataka witnessed a heavy voter turnout in the 14th 
legislative assembly elections, with 70 percent polling 

across the state that will determine the fate of the 
ruling BJP and its rival Congress

IANS,  May 6, 2013

K arnataka witnessed a heavy voter turn-
out in the 14th legislative assembly elec-
tions, with 70 percent polling across the 

state that will determine the fate of the ruling 
BJP and its rival Congress, which is looking to 
stage a comeback after a gap of seven years.

Counting will take place Wednesday (8 May) 
in 36 centres across the state and all the results 
will be declared by evening.

“The overall voting percentage is 70.23 across 
the state. Polling was by and large peaceful bar-
ring stray incidents. There was heavy turnout in 
26 of the 30 districts, with highest (77.95 per-
cent) in Bangalore Rural and lowest in Banga-
lore Urban (52.83 percent),” Karnataka chief 
electoral officer Anil Kumar Jha told reporters 
on Sunday.

The polling percentage across the state in the 
2008 assembly elections was 64.91.

With no reports of voting being held up or can-
celled from any constituency, Jha said re-poll-

ing was unlikely. A final decision, however, will 
be taken Monday after scrutinising diaries of all 
the presiding officers.

“Re-polling is less likely. Rural electorate voted 
more than the urban population, with 52 per-
cent of Bangalore electorate casting their ballot 
by 5 pm, which is five percent more than 47 per-
cent registered in the 2008 assembly election,” 
Jha added.

According to the final voting figures, Belgaum 
district recorded 72.95 percent, Bagalkot 69.88 
percent, Bellary 70.84 percent, Bijapur 61.86 
percent, Chamarajnagar 74.92 percent, Chikka-
ballapur 75.89 percent, Chikkmagalur 72.89 
percent, Chitradurga 74.93 percent, Dakshina 
Kannada 73.92, Davangere 74.91 percent, Dhar-
wad 68.76 percent, Gadag 69.90, Hassan 76.88 
percent, Haveri 75.91 percent, Kodagu 68.95 
percent, Kolar 73.92 percent, Koppal 69.92, 
Mandya 74.91 percent, Mysore 67.82, Raichur 
62.92, Ramanagaram 74.96 percent, Shimoga 
73.84 percent, Tumkur 74.88 percent, Udupi 
76.96 percent and Uttara Kannada 68.93 per-
cent.

Districts that recorded below 60 percent voting 
besides Bangalore Urban (52.83 percent) are in 
the backward Hyderabad-Karnataka region: Bi-
dar 54.98 percent, Gulbarga 59.83 percent and 
Yadgir 58.88 percent

Polling was held for 223 of the 224 elected 
constituencies, as election from the Periyapatna 
segment in Mysore district was countermanded, 
following the death of ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) candidate Sannamoge Gowda April 
29.
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Polling in Periyapatna has been rescheduled for 
28 May and counting on 30 May.

One seat in the state assembly is reserved for 
a nominated member from the Anglo-Indian 
community.

In all, 52,034 polling booths were set up across 
the 223 assembly segments, with 10,103 of them 
declared hyper-sensitive and 14,209 sensitive.

Of the state’s 61.13 million population, 43.6 
million are registered voters, comprising 22.22 
million men and 21.35 million women. First-
time voters in the age group of 18-22 years are 
3.55 million.

As the state capital, Bangalore has the largest 
number of voters — 7.03 million of a total popu-
lation of 10 million — and the highest number 
of assembly segments at 28.

Among the eligible voters, 534,548 are first-
timers, as they enrolled for this election since 
January.

About 253,000 officials from state and cen-
tral governments and state-run organisations 
were on poll duty, with 48,182 police personnel 
outside booths and about 100,000 additional 
forces deployed around booths to maintain law 
and order.

About 2,000 flying squads comprising five 
members each, including a photographer and a 
video-grapher were deployed to record the pro-
ceedings and ensure free and fair voting.

The total number of candidates in the fray was 
2,948, including 170 women candidates.

Major political parties such as the ruling BJP, 
the Congress, the Janata Dal-Secular (JD-S) 
and the newly-formed Karnataka Janata Party 
(KJP), a party of the BJP rebels led by its first 
chief minister in the southern state B.S. Yed-
dyurappa contested in all the 223 constituencies 
across the state./eom/610 words.
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Karnataka 2013: 

A sense of déjà vu
Karnataka represents what ails growth models of 

parties in a federal polity like ours as also the 
inability of most political parties to deal with 

the neo middle class.

Jai Mrug,  May 6, 2013

O ctober 1999. The BJP led nationwide 
in the mid-term poll basking in the 
aftermath of the Kargil War. However, 

in Karnataka the party added only four as-
sembly seats to its tally and its then stalwarts 
Yedyurappa himself lost to the Congress. The 
incumbent chief minister, JH Patel with whom 
the BJP had allied also lost his seat. The BJP 
had allied with the incumbent chief minister 
and ruling party after having been the principal 
opposition for the entire tenure of the assembly. 
That was a lesson in how unforgiving the voters 
of Karnataka could be.

The results of the exit polls in Karnataka give 
a sense of déjà vu with most forecasting a drop 
in BJP’s tally to 40′s or 50′s , a tally similar to 
its 1999 tally. Even the projected vote share is 
similar to what the BJP had in Karnataka in the 
late nineties, a vote share in the early twenties. 
That represents a massive swing of ten percent 
of more against the BJP. In a stable two-party 
system or even a three-party system such huge 
swings are unusual, it is usually swings of the 

order of five to six percent that cause fairly deci-
sive mandates.

Karnataka represents what ails growth models 
of parties in a federal polity like ours as also the 
inability of most political parties to deal with 
the neo middle class, and pragmatically bridg-
ing the gap between ideological commitments 
and modern administration. A collapse as huge 
as this can be attributed to the following three 
factors:

Federalization also means a fractured 
polity

The BJP’s victory last time was driven by the 
muscle of the mining barons as much as it was 
driven by the sympathy wave in favor of Yedy-
urappa.

With the federalization of the polity we have 
more and more regional satraps with a strong 
base of their own contributing substantially 
to the overall result. The development of the 
base of the BJP in Karnataka is no different. In 
the districts surrounding the mining heartland 
around Bellary the BJP won 20 out of 26 seats 
much driven by the Influence of the Reddy 
brothers. Also another factor that the BJP has 
had to put up is with the desertion of many of 
its old time MLAs, most of whom did not get 
some share of the spoils of power. Prominent 
among them are D S Shankarlinge Gowda of 
Chamraja in Mysore and Haladi Srinivasa 
Shetty of Kundapura.

Sensitive urban voters
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The BJP derives substantial support from the 
urban areas of the state, it enjoyed a six percent 
lead over the Congress in the last election in 
these areas. Also most of the newer Bangalore 
that settled in its outskirts, and added to a large 
number of delimited seats plumed for the BJP 
last time. All these seats represent a retention 
challenge.

Importantly, with the advent of social media, 
public opinion magnifies at a pace very few 
political parties can keep up with. That is likely 
to hurt the BJP at the state and the Congress at 
the Centre.

For example, an issue such as garbage collection 
is set to hit the BJP hard. Though Bruhat Ban-
galore Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has pro-
posed to set up waste processing plants in each 
of the 28 Assembly constituencies in the city, it 
is yet to show results. With a maturing democ-
racy and proliferating information disenchant-
ment is easy to spread among these voters and 
they can be expected to switch boats very soon. 

The marginal vote that accrued to the BJP in the 
cities is thus liable to evaporate faster than it 
was consolidated.

Wearing away of the old guard

A party’s ascent in power invariably causes 
resentment amongst the old ideological fellow 
travelers not used to the travesties of power 
politics. The BJP is likely to suffer a setback in 
Coastal Karnataka as most Sangh sympathizers 
there are likely to have been lukewarm towards 
the party this time round. The Congress quite 
closed the gap with the BJP here in 2008, trail-
ing the party by a gap of mere 0.5 percent. A 
little incumbency here and the BJP could lose 
what was its first foothold in the state.

If the exit polls are anything to go by, this elec-
tion could mean the unraveling of the BJP’s 
base in Karnataka. The party would finally be 
in the league of Janata factions in the state that 
grow as they split and split as they grow.
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Criminal choice: The Karnataka 
voter’s unenviable position this polls

From criminal cases to parties that choose not to field 
women candidates for undisclosed reasons, the 
Karnataka voter will be hard pressed to choose. 

Shining Path,  May 3, 2013

L ast week, I delved into the asset comparison of the 179 MLAs who are re-contesting the 
upcoming elections in Karnataka. Carrying that piece forward, let us put a few more metrics 
under the scanner, and see what jumps out and scandalizes us further.

The data being presented and referred to in this write-up is courtesy Karnataka Election Watch 
(KEW), which has analyzed self-sworn affidavits of 1052 out of the 2948 candidates contesting in 
the Karnataka 2013 State Assembly Elections.

The goons are back in town: When garbage is poured down the electoral funnel, how does one 
expect anything other than garbage to flow out the business end of the electoral funnel?

The table below sheds some light on what is going into the electoral funnel:

Pot. Kettle. Black. And allthatjazz. So this is the potential mix of lawmakers?!! Let me now focus on 
those who have declared serious criminal charges:
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18 MLAs [out of those who have declared serious criminal charges] have proudly declared that they 
have cases under Prevention of Corruption Act against their names. One also notes with a certain 
trepidation and disgust, that there are a couple of candidates who have declared rape charges as 
well! As is my wont, I will now digress and mention in passing – quite deliberately so – that when 
the Criminal Law Amendment Bill was being discussed and voted on, only 196 MPs were present 
in the House of People. The nation did indeed witness the quality of debate in the Lok Sabha on 
19th March, 2013.…and it also noticed that many doyens from the anarchist monarchist dynastic 
despotic oligarchic political landscape, including Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi were missing! 
And sorry about that confusion there – I think I got it right the sixth time around.

Just for a lark, and on a whim, I decided to waste a few precious moments of my life counting the 
total number of IPC counts [serious criminal charges] that some of these enterprising ruffians who 
are contesting the Karnataka elections have declared……323!

Are all 323 politically motivated cases? Double-distilled gobbledygook and unadulterated poppy-
cock!

We don’t need no education: How about educational qualifications? Whilst it is nobody’s case 
that educational qualifications are a sine qua non for cleaner politics, better lawmaking and more 
intelligent policy decisions, it would sure help if the chart did NOT look like THIS….

Gender Bender: How do the parties fare when giving women candidates a token representation 
in their respective list of candidates? Take a look….

** Even last week, it had crashed – for different reasons. See here.

From the frying PAN into the fire? Not for these worthies: Ok, now that we know that all 
parties largely prefer Richie-Rich, male candidates who have some feathers in their caps in terms 
of criminal charges and lack of educational qualifications, let us now see if they have at least both-
ered declaring the PAN details:
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As if that is not alarming enough, here is the asset break-up of 6 out of these 142 contestants who 

have not declared their PAN:
For those of you, who would like to go through the detailed source report/data referred to in this 
piece, write in to me at shining.path.notperu@gmail.com, and I will be glad to mail across the 
copy.

Ending on a lighter note: I read this joke in the Introduction to Franz Kafka’s The Metamor-
phosis and Other Stories, which I am sharing with you: Two nouveaux rich oligarchs are chatting. 
Oligarch A shows Oligarch B a new tie he has bought from Gucci.

“How much did it cost?” asks Oligarch B. “$1000” replies Oligarch A.

Oligarch B replies with amazement, “$1000? A rip-off! In that shop over there, you can buy the 
same tie for $2000!”

Is that what happens when a bunch of alleged dregs and enterprising ruffians are given control 
of the exchequer? I wonder…..
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Karnataka 2013: OlaCabs celebrates democracy, 
refunds passengers-cum-voters

This initiative from OlaCabs is another story where 
a corporate entity can in its own unique way help 

the Indian democracy to thrive.

Arlene Chang May 5, 2013

N ew Delhi: If you are among the lazy lot 
who would rather sit in the cool envi-
rons of your office or home than go out 

and vote — OlaCabs is giving you a good reason 
to be a conscientious citizen: a free ride to the 
polling booth.

While polling in Karnataka comes to a close, 
Bangaloreans who used the cab service and 
went to vote will receive a full refund of their 
fare money in the form of OlaMoney, which they 
can use for travel the next time that they avail 
of the service. All that the customer needs to do 
is click a photo of themselves with their inked 
finger and upload it along with their booking ID 
on OlaCabs’ Facebook page or tag OlaCabs (@
Olacabs) on their Twitter post.

The company promises a full credit of up to 
Rs250 to the customer into their OlaMoney ac-
count within 48 hours.

“We as an organisation are great believers 
in change and we want to see things to move 

ahead. There are so many people who do so 
much on a day to day basis to make that positive 
change happen and we we wanted to help facili-
tate that kind of change too. We cannot take the 
entire city or state to vote, but, with whatever 
we have, we wanted to offer to people so that 
they can go, vote and make that difference to 
society,” Anand Subramanian, head Corporate 
Communications, OlaCabs, told Firstpost.

The finer point of the offer is that it is valid only 
for completed City Taxi point to point pickup 
bookings in Bangalore today and not on rental 
bookings, airport pickups or drops. The fare has 
to be paid as usual to the driver or through Ola-
Money, which will be refunded within 48 hours 
after the customer has uploaded the picture of 
themselves and their inked finger. The cap on 
the fare refund is Rs250 and there is only one 
refund per customer.

When asked how the company verifies whether 
a customer has really used its services to go 
vote or not, in this age of Photoshop and visual 
technology, Subramanian said that the inten-
tion of OlaCabs was not to cross verify whether 
a customer has indeed used the service.

For Subramanian, customer is king. “We trust 
our customers implicitly and we are not going 
to validate if someone has used our service to go 
to the polling booth or to their friend’s house. If 
someone has used our service to go somewhere 
else, but has voted, we are happy to trust them 
and refund their fare money,” he said. “The idea 
for us was to incentivise voting and make our 
customers contribute towards making a change, 
even as we did the same.”
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Congress decimates BJP in Karnataka
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Karnataka Election: Congress wins, 
but does it have a mandate?

The Congress has won a clear majority, but its vote 
share suggests that it has not reaped the bulk 

of the anti-incumbency vote. The regional 
parties gained more.

Jai Mrug,  May 8, 2013

A nti-incumbency does not always mean 
huge gains for the principal opposition. 
In Karnataka today, the Congress enjoys 

a gain of 2.46 percent over its vote share in the 
previous election. That has helped  the party 
establish a huge 16 percentage point lead over 
its nearest opposition, the BJP and the JD(S), 
both within a striking distance of each other (at 
20 percent and 21 percent of vote share) – with 
the results still stabilising.

However, in terms of seats the Congress party 
only has a simple majority. It does not seem 
to have a handsome majority that such a huge 
lead should have given. The near identical vote 
shares of the BJP and the JD(S) has also result-
ed in near identical seat shares – 40 each for the 
BJP and the JD(S).

The BJP lost about 13.4 percent of its voters but 
the Congress gained only 2.46 percent. Which 
means that smaller parties like the KJP of BS 
Yeddyurappa, independents and others have  
gained substantially.

As far as the BJP was concerned, it was an 
unravelling of the base that the party built 
quickly over the past decade-and-a-half either 
by cooption of new social segments or by draft-
ing regional and sub-regional satraps into the 
party. The party’s vote share today is not dis-
similar to its vote share in 1994, when the party 
won 40 seats and polled 17 percent of the votes. 
The BJP’s collapse was substantial in its erst-
while strongholds of Coastal Karnataka and vast 
stretches of Northern Karnataka where it had 
swept the last time.

In the Mumbai Karnataka region, where the 
BJP won 36 out of 50 seats the last time, the 
BJP suffered a negative swing of 13 percentage 
of points leading to a whittled down tally of just 
13 seats this time. This implies that inspite of 
Jagdish Shettar having a base in this region, the 
KJP seems to have inflicted decisive damage.

The loss of satraps and their financial muscle 
was felt equally in the mining hinterland , the 
group of seats in and around Bellary, where 
the BJP performed extremely well last time. In 
2008, the party polled 42 percent of the votes 
here and won 20 of the 26 seats. This time 
round the BJP has won just two seats, and the 
vote share has plummeted to about 17 percent.

In Central Karnataka, which stretches from 
Bellary to Shimoga as a whole, the party took 
a bigger hit losing 27 percent of its vote share, 
and winning only four of the 35 seats at stake 
here. In the last election the BJP had 25 of the 
35 seats. The double whammy of losing Yed-
dyurappa and the Reddy brothers—authors of 
the mining scams—had its impact in the Central 
Karnataka region.
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The BJP also took a hit in Coastal Karnataka , 
its traditional stronghold where it had led for 
the last four assembly elections in a row. The 
party has been, for the first time, been reduced 
to a minority here, winning only five of the 21 
seats here. The Congress has, for the first time 
in two decades, emerged as a major party here, 
winning 13 seats and establishing a seven per-
centage point lead over the BJP. The JD(S) and 
the KJP have dented the BJP’s vote base here.

However, it was in the Bangalore region where 
the BJP put up some sort of a resistance to 
the Congress, winning 12 out of the 32 seats at 
stake, with the Congress augmenting its tally 
last time only by three seats. While the BJP suf-
fered a negative swing of 8 percent, the Con-
gress gained only 3 percent. The JD(S) gained 
three seats and 3 percent of the votes. It was 
striking to note that the anti-incumbent voter 
in urban areas did not quite go to the Congress 
lock, stock and barrel — and that should hold 
lessons for the party that is fighting the percep-
tion battle in the new age of social media.

The JD(S), on its part, displayed a great deal of 
resilience, winning a significant number of seats 
in the Vokkaliga belt of the state. The JD(S) 
polled 36 percent of the votes here, winning 19 
of the 43 seats at stake. It means that nearly 
half the seats it won in the state came from the 

Vokkaliga belt – it was thus a subtle beneficiary 
of identity politics and the rural mobilisation 
capabilities of the JD(S).

In the minority dominant seats (seats with more 
than 20 percent minority voters), the Congress  
got a decisive edge with the party polling 41 
percent of the votes there and winning 19 of the 
34 seats at stake.

The KJP managed to emerge as a strong force 
only in the districts of Shimoga and Haveri, 
where the party displaced the BJP as the prin-
cipal opposition and polled 28 percent of the 
votes, behind the 36 percent polled by the 
Congress. In these seats, the BJP was wiped 
out, polling only 12 percent of the vote in these 
districts and winning one assembly seat.

In a nutshell, while the BJP lost votes, the 
Congress was not the biggest gainer as much as 
regional parties. While the Congress has won 
the election, it does not seem to have won the 
perception battle completely as most of the anti-
incumbent vote end up with the party. That is 
something which should get the Congress think-
ing inspite of the victory.

(The author is a political commentator and a 
close watcher of the election scene)
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Karnataka Elections: It’s more 
than just a victory for Congress

Closing the Budget session on the high note of 
Karnataka victory was always a good idea in 

the Congress’s scheme of things.

Sanjay Singh May 8, 2013

A s the Congress emerged victorious in 
Karnataka and the BJP stood van-
quished, two decisions of significance 

were taken – one by the Congress and other by 
BJP leader Narendra Modi. The Congress finally 
decided to close the non-functional Budget ses-
sion and adjourn Parliament sine die and Modi 
decided not to attend the BJP’s Parliamentary 
Board meeting scheduled for later in the after-
noon.

A clear victory in Karnataka came as the morale 
booster that the embattled Congress had been 
looking for so desperately. All senior Congress 
leaders had been redirecting all queries to the 8 
May verdict to prove their point that whatever 
the merits of the case may be against Railway 
Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal and Law Min-
ister Ashwani Kumar, people of Karnataka 
thought Congress was most suitable to govern 
their state. It was hence taken as a clean chit. 
Thus all senior Congress leaders from Kapil 
Sibal to Kamal Nath to Rajiv Shukla were jump-
ing the gun to declare that come the next round 
of assembly elections or even the parliamentary 
elections, the popular verdict was going to be 
the same.

The Congress was on the upswing, they thun-
dered. In the moment of glory they could be jus-
tified in arguing that they were entitled to this 
kind of hyperbole in politics. But why adjourn 
Parliament sine die when it would have in any 
case closed two days later, on Friday. It came 
just two hours ahead of the Supreme Court 
hearing on CBI Director’s affidavit that had 
exposed some lies and misleading statements 
made by the Attorney General GE Vahanvati 
and some senior Congress leaders.

The government clearly did not want to face 
fresh attack from Parliament in the aftermath 
of the potentially adverse observations or ruling 
from the apex court. Closing the Budget ses-
sion on the high note of Karnataka victory was 
always a good idea in the Congress’s scheme of 
things. The politics of Food Security Bill could 
also be played out in public rallies and televi-
sion studio debates and be conveniently blamed 
on the opposition, the BJP in particular.

The Congress should ideally thank the much-
maligned BS Yeddyurppa for its clear victory in 
Karnataka. This election had more to do with 
other things than corruption, BSY’s in the state 
or Congress’s at the centre. But this victory is 
sweeter to the Congress for five reasons:

First, they crossed the half-way mark and would 
therefore have no need to reach an understand-
ing with either HD Kumaraswamy or BS Yed-
ddyurappa, or go by the whims of Independ-
ents.

Second, the complete decimation of the BJP, 
which has now been reduced to a distant joint 
second to the Congress along with JD(S). The 
seat tally takes the BJP back by at least a dec-
ade-and-a-half.
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Third, the Congress will now claim that Naren-
dra Modi can’t weave his magic beyond Gujarat 
and in the first Rahul Gandhi versus Modi face 
off, the Congress vice president has come out 
with flying colours.

Fourth, a defeat in Karnataka means that BJP is 
down in four states in a year’s time – Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarkhand, Jharkhand and now Kar-
nataka.

Fifth, the BJP’s advancement across the Vind-
hyas is halted. In contrast, the Congress adds 
Karnataka just at a time when it is about 
to loose a bigger state in the south, Andhra 
Pradesh.

However, there are indications that the Con-
gress is being unduly enthusiastic about its vic-
tory. Karnataka voters have in the past shown 
the potential to vote differently in the assembly 
and Lok Sabha elections.

Yeddyurappa and BJP’s rout has a lesson for the 
party: people don’t forgive and forget. The BJP 
is attributing the defeat to a three-way split of 
the party but then the fact remains it was ulti-
mately the party which had to suffer the igno-
miny of defeat on account of lack of governance, 
corruption and instability. The Congress should 
be aware that the same logic could apply to the 
Manmohan Singh’s government at the centre 
when it faces the next parliamentary elections. 

The talks of early polls have again come up on 
the horizon, particularly after the abrupt ad-
journment of the Budget session and leaving the 
Food Security Bill open to an ordinance route.

The mood in the BJP is certainly downcast, even 
if they had been anticipating the defeat. What 
they had not prepared for is the drastic reduc-
tion in numbers. Under the circumstances, 
Narendra Modi’s refusal to attend the Parlia-
mentary Board meeting to review the defeat in 
the state raises eye brows. He had not attended 
any meeting of the Central Election Committee 
to decide on the candidates.

His supporters argue since he was not involved 
in poll preparedness for Karnataka or has not 
been declared the prime minister candidate yet 
or has not been in any other position that could 
suggest that he was the leader, he had no need 
to attend the election committee meetings. The 
same logic applies to the Parliamentary Board 
meeting. But there are others who believe that 
Modi should take more active interest in stra-
tegic organizational matters than just trying to 
mobilize public opinion through his speeches.

Today’s verdict throws up interesting possibili-
ties for the next parliamentary elections and for 
now make political equations at the Centre far 
more surcharged.
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Karnataka results: Cong wins, 
BJP loses, 2014 is still wide open

The BJP lost as expected, but the Congress did not 
win clean in the Karnataka Assembly elections.

R Jagannathan May 8, 2013

W ith the Congress marking a clear win 
and looking set to form the govern-
ment in Karnataka, caution is in or-

der. Too much should not be read into the win.

The fact is this election actually proves nothing.

It does not prove that corruption has been a de-
cisive issue in Karnataka. It does not prove that 
Rahul Gandhi was able to use his charm to good 
effect. It does not prove that Narendra Modi 
cannot make a difference. It does not prove that 
caste is such a decisive factor. It does not even 
prove that the BJP would have won if BS Yeddy-
urappa hadn’t left the party. At best we can say 
that BJP plus Yeddurappa would not have lost 
miserably.

This was an election the Congress ought to have 
won at a canter. It did win clean, but not with-
out some jitters. For the BJP, the real disaster is 
perceptional. It appears to have fallen below the 
Janata Dal (Secular) to third place. Not a great 
place to be for a national party.

This was an election that the BJP was destined 
to lose, given the damage done to the party by 
the exit of BS Yeddyurappa. But, it appears, the 

party actually made some last-minute changes 
to prevent a complete disaster. The fact that 
it has disproved Yeddyurappa’s theory that 
without him the BJP will amount to nothing is 
actually a plus. It will show doubters within the 
BJP that the party still counts. Yeddyurappa, if 
he is not to remain in the wilderness, will have 
to make peace with the BJP to be relevant again. 
Joining any other party would be political sui-
cide for him.

A stronger conclusion that can be drawn is 
that Karnataka is split three ways between the 
Congress, the BJP and the JD(S). It is worth 
speculating on whether BJP-JD(S) is the most 
complementary formation in the state – though, 
given the personality clashes between their 
leaders, they don’t seem to work well together. 
But as a viable non-Congress alternative, it is al-
ways an option for the future. That is, assuming 
the BJP does not sort out its own internal issues 
in the meanwhile.

Another tentative conclusion one could look at 
is that corruption is not always the main issue. 
The BJP got booted out not for corruption per 
se, but the resultant lack of governance. This 
may be a pointer to the Congress-led UPA at 
the centre. It is not the corruption scandals that 
may ultimately count, but the seeming lack of 
coherence in government.

Given the hype around Yeddyurappa’s alleged 
corruption, and given the corruption scandals 
enveloping the Congress at the Centre, one can 
suspect that the two cancelled each other out. 
The BJP may have lost badly due to failures of 
governance.

Dynastic politics also appear to be a non-issue. 
Many Congress and JD(S) politicians fielded 
their relatives in the polls – and the voter had 
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very little to say on this factor.

Another tentative pointer is that caste matters, 
but it does not matter all that much too. It is a 
mistake to equate Lingayat pride with one man 
(Yeddyurappa) just as it is wrong to presume 
that all Vokkaligas are with the Gowdas, includ-
ing Deve Gowda and his son Kumaraswamy.

The elections show that Lingayats did not vote 
en bloc for Yeddyurappa, nor Vokkaligas for 
JD(S). Yeddyurappa’s Karnataka Janata Party 
is unlikely to win more than a handful of seats, 
which would not have been the case if Lingayats 
were miffed about his ouster. The BJP kept a 
part of the Lingayat vote.

This suggests that even caste-based votes may 
be tactical in nature. Writing before the elec-
tions, Palini Swamy suggested that castes are 
not monolithic in their voting patterns. He 
wrote in Churumuri, “We really don’t have a 
good 21st century theory of (how) caste loyal-
ties inspire electoral politics. It is grating to see 
Yeddyurappa described as the ‘sole leader’ of 
Lingayats and Deve Gowda characterised as the 
Vokkaliga ‘strong man’. Please internalise this: 
caste support to political parties and leaders is 
tactical and local; it is not strategic and translo-
cal.”

The elections prove him right. According to 
Swamy, “sub-caste and matha-influence is more 
important than…translocal caste loyalties…”.

More importantly – and this is a pointer to 
the fact that corruption is now an accepted 
phenomenon in electoral politics – money is 
certainly becoming important to winning elec-
tions. While Swamy speculates that winning 

candidates would not have spent less than Rs 5 
crore per constituency, he also asserts that the 
politician is now an entrepreneur. “Karnataka 
has seen a new breed of politician, who has had 
substantial business interests and is willing 
to plough back huge amounts of money back 
into electoral politics. This new politician is in 
politics to manipulate public policy, further his 
business interests and secure maximum prof-
its.”

While there is no doubt that the Congress has 
won, this election does not lend itself to any 
clear interpretation. In fact, one can make an 
opposite prediction: it will be no guide to what 
may happen in the parliamentary elections – 
which can go either way.

This means the field is open for the right par-
ties, the right leaders with the right message al-
lied to the right political entrepreneurs in 2014.

Karnataka is not a done deal for any party, in-
cluding the victor – the Congress. The real story 
may be in vote shares, but for that we will have 
to wait another day. The Narendra Modi factor 
cannot be said to have been important in this 
election, but it cannot be written off either for 
the future.

The takeout for the Congress is this: you cannot 
win locally without a clear leader.

The takeout for the BJP is this: You cannot win 
any state without a strategy and with the same 
bunch of clueless leaders sitting in Delhi, who 
don’t have a base anywhere. It is still Advantage 
Modi.
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Karnataka Election: 
The north-south bohomie snaps again

Mulayam Singh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party and 
Mayawati’s Bahujan Samaj Party are certainly forces 
to reckon with when it to comes to national politics.

FP Politics May 8, 2013

T he impending exit of the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party from Karnataka has once again 
broken the bridge between the politi-

cal fields of north and south India. Dominated 
mostly by north Indians in its higher echelons, 
the victory of BJP in the 2008 Karnataka As-
sembly polls, had established a connect between 
the two culturally different Indias.

Political position of north India (read Uttar 
Pradesh) based parties in south India is either 
‘does not matter’ or ‘nowhere’. While the BJP 
has cut down its Karnataka tally to a mere 40, 
the Samajwadi Party for a change opened its 
Karnataka account by winning a single seat.

Mulayam Singh Yadav‘s Samajwadi Party and 
Mayawati‘s Bahujan Samaj Party are certainly 

forces to reckon with when it to comes to na-
tional politics because of the sheer geographical 
size of Uttar Pradesh. The state has 80 seats in 
Lok Sabha, enough to make or break a govern-
ment. For that matter, the present United Pro-
gressive Alliance government is surviving on the 
life support system provided by the Samajwadi 
Party.

The story is entirely different in the India down 
below. Neither of the two parties won a single 
seat in the Assembly elections of Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala in 2011. The result is no different in 
the Assembly polls of 2009 in Andhra Pradesh.

Statistics reveal a poor picture for these big 
north Indian parties in the southern front. 
This theory also works in the same way for the 
south India based parties when their electoral 
performance is seen in north India. The Uttar 
Pradesh Assembly Elections of 2012 do not have 
a single winner from a mainly south Indian 
political party.

Perhaps India will have to wait more to see ei-
ther a Yadav or a Sharma calling shots in Tamil 
Nadu or Karnataka politics or for a Swamy or a 
Reddy to rule the roost in the political fields of 
Uttar Pradesh or Rajasthan. Till then, north and 
south India go together like two rails of a rail-
way track.
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Karnataka Election: 
Rahul worked hard, says PM

When this copy was being written, Congress was 
ahead in 63 seats and won 58. The BJP won 15 and 

was leading in 24 constituencies. 

FP Politics May 8, 2013

P rime Minister Manmohan Singh today 
praised Congress vice president Rahul 
Gandhi for leading the party to victory 

in Karnataka by toppling arch-rival Bharatiya 
Janata Party from power in the southern state.

“He (Rahul) took a leading role in the cam-
paigning and worked hard. I congratulate the 
Congress workers of Karnataka,” Singh told 
reporters outside Parliament.

Calling the win in Karnataka as the victory of 
Congress ideologies, the prime minister said, “It 
is a clear result against the ideology of the BJP 
which has been ruling in the state of Karnataka. 
The people of the country know what’s what and 
they will reject the BJP ideology as the result in 
Karnataka shows.”

When this copy was being written, Congress 
was ahead in 63 seats and won 58. The BJP won 
15 and was leading in 24 constituencies.
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Karnataka election result: Congress rule 
will rise to 14 states, BJP falls to 4

 With the Congress looking set to take charge of 
Karnataka, the number states and union territories 
under its rule will rise to 14, even as the BJP tally 

will drop by one to four. 

FP Staff, May 8, 2013

N ew Delhi: With the Congress looking 
set to take charge of Karnataka, the 
number states and union territories un-

der its rule will rise to 14, even as the BJP tally 
will drop by one to four.

Here’s the list of 28 states and two union ter-
ritories along with the ruling party and chief 
minister. In states like in Maharashtra, Kerala, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Bihar, the govern-
ments have coalition support.

States/union territories ruled by Congress:

1. Andhra Pradesh (N. Kiran Kumar Reddy)
2. Arunachal Pradesh (Nabam Tuki)
3. Assam (Tarun Gogoi)
4. Delhi (Sheila Dikshit)
5. Haryana (Bhupinder Singh Hooda)
6. Himachal Pradesh (Virbhadra Singh)
7. Kerala (Oommen Chandy)
8. Maharashtra (Prithviraj Chavan)
9. Manipur (Okram Ibobi Singh)
10. Meghalaya (Mukul Sangma)
11. Mizoram (Pu Lalthanhawla)
12. Rajasthan (Ashok Gehlot)

13. Uttarakhand (Vijay Bahuguna)
14. Karnataka (Congress rule likely)

States ruled by Bharatiya Janata Party:

1. Chhattisgarh (Raman Singh)
2. Goa (Manohar Parrikar)
3. Gujarat (Narendra Modi)
4. Madhya Pradesh (Shivraj Singh Chauhan)

State ruled by Communist Party of India-Marx-
ist:

1. Tripura (Manik Sarkar)

States/union territory ruled by regional parties:

1. Bihar (Nitish Kumar) Janata Dal-United 
(with BJP)
2. Jammu and Kashmir (Omar Abdullah) Na-
tional Conference (with Congrss)
3. Punjab (Parkash Singh Badal) Shiromani 
Akali Dal (with BJP)
4. Nagaland (Neiphiu Rio) Naga People’s Front
5. Sikkim (Pawan Kumar Chamling) Sikkim 
Democratic Front
6. Tamil Nadu (Jayalalithaa) AIADMK
7. Uttar Pradesh (Akhilesh Yadav) Samajwadi 
Party
8. Odisha (Naveen Patnaik) Biju Janata Dal
9. West Bengal (Mamata Banerjee) Trinamool 
Congress
10. Puducherry (N. Rangaswamy) All India N.R. 
Congress

State under President’s rule:

01. Jharkhand (Governor: Syed Ahmed)
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Dear Congress, now that you’ve 
won Karnataka, don’t blow it!

To translate the opportunity presented in Karnataka 
into significant gain during the Lok Sabha elections, 

the Congress will need to do the following. 

Anant Rangaswami May 9, 2013

(Editors Note: The piece was originally pub-
lished before the Karnataka polls but has been 
republished)

V arious polls predict that the Congress 
will win anything between 100 seats and 
116 seats in the Karnataka Assembly 

elections. Whatever the final number, the party 
will certainly be the largest single party in Kar-
nataka and will be invited to form the govern-
ment. In a worst-case scenario, they will be 12 
seats short – and they will no doubt be able to 
cobble together the balance number of legisla-
tors required to cross the half-way mark.

The predicted result is a gift from the Gods as 
far as the Congress goes – and it could be used 
to improve their chances in the next elections to 
the Lok Sabha.

In the 2009 Lok Sabha, the BJP won 19 of the 
28 seats, with the Congress winning a poor 6 
seats.

What the Congress does as the state govern-
ment could change the figures dramatically.

While the predicted result in Karnataka is based 
on the anger against the corruption in the state 
government, there is anger against the Congress 
at the Centre in equal measure.

If the new Congress government at Karnataka 
is seen to be corrupt before the Lok Sabha 
elections, the ramifications will not be limited 
to Karnataka, but spread to the entire nation. 
Media (and the citizens) will be watching every 
move in Karnataka closely, and every transgres-
sion will be highlighted and amplified.

To translate the opportunity presented in Kar-
nataka into significant gain during the Lok 
Sabha elections, the Congress will need to do 
the following:

• Ensure that every minister in the Karnataka 
cabinet is not seen as corrupt.

• Ensure that there are no scams in the period 
leading up to the Lok Sabha elections.

• Take immediate action against any party 
worker who is caught in any corruption once the 
state government is formed.

• Ensure that at least a few decisions are taken 
that can demonstrably point to an efficient gov-
ernment.

• Field candidates with squeaky clean reputa-
tions from Karnataka for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

• Cooperate with the Lokayukta.

It may sound an impossible task, but the Con-
gress really has no choice but to attempt it. Var-
ious assessments by commentators and analysts 
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point to a further erosion in the seats which will 
be won by the national parties in the next par-
liamentary elections, increasing the dependence 
on regional parties for the largest single party, 
who will doubtless be invited to attempt to form 
a government.

It is with this backdrop that every single seat 
becomes important. How the Congress governs 

Karnataka could directly impact the party’s 
chance of gaining power at the Centre in 2014.

That’s what the Congress has to learn to see and 
accept. The chances are, history teaches us, that 
they will not. And if they do not, they can kiss 
their chances of forming the next government at 
the Centre goodbye.
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Karnataka Election results Live: 
Jagadish Shettar resigns

Click here to read full coverage 

http://www.firstpost.com/
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Modi and his magic wand
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Karnataka elections 2013: 
Was it a Narendra Modi flop show?

Modi’s myth-makers are doing him more 
harm than good.

Akshaya Mishra May 8, 2013

F or all inveterate Narendra Modi wor-
shippers, the Karnataka election results 
should be a shocker. The man with the 

magic wand has failed to deliver in a state where 
the party required a miracle most. After all 
here’s a man who is supposed to have phenome-
nal following among the middle class, the youth 
and in urban India. He lords over social media 
and draws passionate support like not even film 
stars do. And yes, he, some would vouch, talks 
the new language of politics – growth, develop-
ment, governance and what not.

Voters in Karnataka have just separated the 
hype from the substance, and the myth from the 
man. The BJP has lost miserably in the state. 
Its failure in urban Karnataka has been spec-
tacular. Obviously, the ‘goundswell’ support for 
the party after Modi’s election addresses was 
more social media imagination than reality. It 
now appears he did not even create a ripple in 
the state, forget a wave. If any reality check was 
required on the Modi phenomenon, the results 
offer that. He is not a leader with pan-Indian ac-
ceptability as his diehard supporters would have 
us believe.

But why are we discussing Modi in the context 
of the Karnataka elections at all? Well, why 
indeed! That precisely is the point. To be fair to 
him, he addressed only three meetings in the 
state and it was a lost cause in any case. After a 
chaotic stint in power in Karnataka, the dismal 
performance of the BJP in the assembly elec-
tions was on the cards. The real question was 
not the defeat per se, but its margin. Modi could 
not have changed that.

So what is all the hype about? Anyone with 
rudimentary understanding of current Indian 
politics would be aware that electoral behaviour 
has matured beyond hero-worshipping. The 
Gandhi surname no more attracts blind loyalty 
and votes, not even in the Gandhi pocket bor-
oughs. There are too many competing interests 
at play to care about personalities. Modi, given 
the political ground realities, would find it dif-
ficult to be a pan-Indian vote magnet. The voter 
has grown up. He is less likely to be carried 
away by hype now than earlier.

Immediately after Modi’s campaign in Karnata-
ka, there was the usual hyperbole about his im-
pact on the voters and party workers. His own 
publicity machinery was at work again. Had the 
BJP won it in the state, the success would have 
been attributed to his superhuman powers. Now 
that it has lost, should not the blame be on him 
too? The Modi fan club is resembling more and 
more the Gandhi family supporters. The basic 
trait – personality worship – remains the same, 
only the deities are different.

Let’s get real. Modi’s myth-makers are do-
ing him more harm than good. The more they 
make him an unreal politician – without normal 
weaknesses and strengths – the more is the risk 
of him unravelling quickly.
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Karnataka election results: 
Rahul, Modi were of no use

Here we were, presented with two brands in the same 
category. Two political parties, the Congress and the 

BJP. It was never about Modi and Gandhi. It was 
about a consumer fed up with the status quo. 

Anant Rangaswami May 8, 2013

H ere we were, presented with two 
brands in the same category. Two 
political parties, the Congress and the 

BJP. Each one employed a brand ambassador: 
the Congress roped in Rahul Gandhi and the 
BJP, Narendra Modi.

The media speculated on which brand ambassa-
dor, Gandhi or Modi, would be the winner. But 
the battle was not about the brand ambassadors 
– it was about the product.

The BJP was the product that consumers in 
Karnataka had been used to, and the elections 
presented the opportunity to continue with it – 
or junk it for the competitor, the Congress.

The product was so bad that the consumer both-
ered little about the alternative. It didn’t matter 
what the alternative was called or whether the 
alternative was as bad as the product that they 
were used to.

Junking the existing brand was imperative.

And no brand ambassador can motivate a con-
sumer to buy a product he has no faith in.

That’s why all the meetings Modi spoke at 
couldn’t change the outcome – and all the 
speeches Gandhi made contributed little to the 
outcome. It was never about Modi and Gandhi. 
It was about a consumer fed up with the status 
quo.
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Karnataka result: BJP lost, wherever 
Modi campaigned, says Cong

Gujarat Congress today claimed that wherever 
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi addressed 

public meetings during Karnataka election 
campaign, BJP lost those seats. 

PTI,  May 9, 2013

A hmedabad: Gujarat Congress today 
claimed that wherever Gujarat Chief 
Minister Narendra Modi addressed 

public meetings during Karnataka election cam-
paign, BJP lost those seats.

“Chief Minister Narendra Modi addressed three 
public meetings in Bangalore, Mangalore and 
Belgaum which include 37 assembly seats in 
Karnataka and in all these seats, BJP lost miser-
ably,” Gujarat Congress President Arjun Mod-
hwadia said in a press statement issued here.

In his statement, he gave full credit to the 
leadership of party chairperson Sonia Gandhi, 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and party 
vice-president Rahul Gandhi for the absolute 
victory in Karnataka assembly polls.

“As per constitutional provisions, if the Lokay-
ukta had been appointed in Gujarat also, then 
the fate of Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra 
Modi would have been the same as that of B S 
Yeddyurappa since the BJP government in Gu-
jarat also has resorted to corruption amounting 
to Rs 1 lakh crore,” he alleged.

Citing poll results of Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh and Gu-
jarat assembly elections of the recent past, he 
claimed that in all these states, BJP has been 
losing its voter base.

“BJP is in serious need of introspection and it 
needs to shed its negative politics before it is too 
late for the party.”
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Karnataka election results: 
Modi doesn’t have a magic wand, says BJP

The BJP on Wednesday accepted defeat for their 
disastrous performance in the Karnataka Assembly 

elections but vowed to come back and fulfill the 
aspirations of the people.

FP Politics May 8, 2013

T he BJP on Wednesday accepted defeat 
for their disastrous performance in the 
Karnataka Assembly elections but vowed 

to come back and fulfill the aspirations of the 
people.

Speaking to CNN-IBN, party General Secretary 
Rajiv Pratap Rudy said, “We accept that we have 
lost in Karnataka and have done worse than 
expected.”

Rudy further said that what happened in Kar-
nataka was bad politics. “This was a case of bad 
politics by the party.. it is disappointing, and it 
sends a wrong message to party workers.”

On Modi’s campaign not having an impact in 
Karnataka, Rudy said: Modi does not have a 
magic wand for Karnataka. He is not from Kar-
nataka.

Rudy also said that while Karnataka elections 
was a local issue, the party would still introspect 
on their loss. “Most of the states get affected by 
caste and class politics.. but people have large 
expectations from us.. we will come back.”

When asked if this would impact national 
politics and the role of Gujarat Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi, Rudy said: We will meet and 
discuss. There will be many more shockers too 
come from the BJP.”
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Election results: Why BJP losing 
Karnataka is a win for Narendra Modi

Voters in state elections are voting against coalition 
governments. And after 2 UPA terms, a Modi-led BJP 
can make the argument that the national electorate 

should do the same. 

Lakshmi Chaudhry May 8, 2013

Editor’s note: a version of this piece was pub-
lished earlier. 

T he counting trends that are showing a 
clear rout for the BJP offers a number 
of points to ponder. As Lokniti‘s Sand-

eep Shastri observed, the lethal combination of 
“corruption, infighting and non-performance” 
has spelt certain doom for the BJP party. The 
voters may forgive any one failing — including 
corruption — but not an administration that 
falls prey to all three. Governance it seems is the 
most important factor.

But with Narendra Modi whose plank is govern-
ance, as their frontrunner for the PM gaddi, and 
pitted against a flailing UPA, the BJP doesn’t 
need to be reminded of the obvious. The nation-
al leadership may, however, want to pay closer 
attention the lesson their own local party has 
taught Karnataka voters.

“Speaking as a Bangalorean and as a resident of 
the state, I speak for a large number who want 
one party to get a significant majority,” declared 
Ramchandra Guha, “If particularly the JDS or 

the KJP or god forbid the Reddy brothers are 
in a position to supply those extra five or seven 
seats required for a simple majority, the kind 
of rent seeking these kinds of units can extract 
is too terrifying to contemplate. So whatever 
party, whether it is the BJP or the Congress or 
the JDS, one would be much more comfortable 
if one of them crosses the halfway mark.”

This makes perfectly good sense. Unstable, coa-
lition governments offer a free pass for political 
blackmail, offering small parties a free pass to 
gouge disproportionate benefits in reward for 
their support. These dynamics in turn creates 
perfect conditions for rampant, unchecked cor-
ruption even as they steadily erode the govern-
ment’s ability to govern.

Narendra Modi in this file photo. AFP
While Guha doesn’t connect the dots, the AIAD-
MK-DMK monopoly offers at least one reason 
as to why Tamil Nadu has fared far better than 
its neighbour. “There may be wholesale cor-
ruption in Tamil Nadu,” points out Guha, “but 
social services work.”

Moreover, this desire for political clarity is not 
just a Karnataka phenomenon, argues Tel-
egraph editor Manini Chatterjee: “People have 
got tired of this coalition politics where small 
parties seek their pound of flesh. We saw it in 
UP, we saw it in Bihar, and in Karnataka where 
identity politics led three or four parties coming 
on. Increasingly Indian electorates in the states 
are voting clearly.”

But are we ready to move to the same conclu-
sion at the national level? There is no party bet-
ter placed to answer the question than the BJP.
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Right now, party honchos are dithering over 
naming Modi as their prime ministerial can-
didate. He is their best bet for a decisive BJP 
victory — which is remote but not impossible 
— and yet his selection will likely jeopardise 
the second-best outcome, ie a successful NDA 
alliance. Hence, the party leadership plays 
coy about Modi to appease its allies, even as 
it secretly views him as the messiah who can 
rescue the party from the drudgery of coalition 
dharma.

If Modi is indeed the inevitable leader of the 
BJP come 2014, it may be time to decisively put 
all the BJP eggs in the NaMo basket. To go it 
alone as a national party, while keeping open 
the door to a post-election coalition. And while 
leading the charge, Modi can connect the dots 
between the governance plus anti-corruption 
message and the toxicity of coalition politics. He 
can argue that scandals like 2G etc are conse-
quences of a national government hamstrung 
by base electoral calculations, and that a Centre 

held hostage by allies has allowed them run 
amok at the expense of the nation.  What In-
dia needs is a one party government led by one 
leader to take charge and deliver results. The 
argument has one other selling point: it hews 
more true to Modi’s personality and appeal than 
any attempt to project him as a successful team 
leader of a diverse and unwieldy coalition.

It’s a high-risk strategy but not a close-ended 
one. If the BJP under Modi’s leadership fails 
to gain a significant number of seats, the same 
leadership can turn to Modi and argue that he 
has been given his shot at greatness. That it is 
time to step aside so the party can build the alli-
ances it needs to form the government. In poli-
tics, options are always open, as are allegiances. 
But victory requires timing and courage. After 
two terms of the UPA, the national electorate is 
perhaps the most receptive to an anti-coalition 
message. And the BJP has the right man to 
deliver it. They have luck on their side, but can 
they muster the pluck?
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BJP looks for answers
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Early trends: Will BJP now 
introspect on Yeddyurappa affair?

When the BJP reflects on the outcome in Karnataka, it 
will likely draw the wrong inferences from its 

handling of the BS Yeddyurappa affair.

Venky Vembu May 8, 2013

Editor’s note: a version of this piece was pub-
lished earlier, while tracking the exit polls of 
the Karnataka election. 

I f early trends are to go buy, the Congress is 
in for a big win in Karnataka and the BJP 
is struggling to emerge as a second place 

winner. The newly formed Karnataka Janata 
Paksha (KJP) of BS Yeddyurappa will, likely win 
over a dozen seats, almost all of it wrested from 
the BJP. In other words, Yeddyurappa, who had 
to resign as the BJP’s Chief Minister following 
corruption charges, will do sufficient damage 
to ensure that the BJP loses, and the Congress 
wins, without doing himself any good.

This will give the BJP much cause for angst – 
and reason to reflect on how it scored so spec-
tacular a self-goal as to lose the foothold it had 
secured south of the Vindhyas. As in soccer, so 
in politics: possession of the ball/incumbency 
counts for a lot, and the BJP has inflicted grave 
damage to itself, particularly in its effort to 
project itself as a “party with a difference”. Al-
though the party points with pride to its record 
in Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh and 
Goa, the significance of a drubbing in Karnataka 
will cast a long shadow.

But the irony is that the BJP will, when it does 
reflect on the outcome in Karnataka, likely draw 
the wrong inferences from its handling of the 
Yeddyurappa affair. Or rather, more accurately, 
realpolitik considerations will likely signal to it 
that when it comes to politics, principles count 
for very little, because it’s all about winning.

When the corruption charges against Yeddy-
urappa surfaced, the BJP grappled long and 
hard with the matter of how to deal with him. 

The tug-of-war at the State level was an echo of 
the power tussles and differences among central 
leaders of the party. And the high-minded po-
litical principle that a showcase Chief Minister 
who faces corruption charges should step down 
was subsumed by the consideration that he was 
a ‘strongman’ who could deliver the politically 
influential Lingayat/Veerashaiva vote – and 
more generally fashion a winning social coali-
tion formula.

The inclination to look the other way when it 
comes to corruption isn’t, of course, a peculiar 
trait of the BJP. Virtually every party – from 
the national to the regional levels – condones 
corruption within its fold, even as it resorts to 
full-throated and entirely hypocritical condem-
nation of others on the same count.

In any case, the party’s central leadership was 
divided on the issue of shielding Yeddyurappa, 
and beyond a point his position became unten-
able. Senior central leaders of the party, includ-
ing LK Advani, took the stand that it damaged 
the party’s image if it was seen to be protecting 
a corrupt Chief Minister on the grounds that he 
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was a political ‘strongman’. Political analysts 
who have an intimate understanding of  BJP 
goings-on contest the claim that Advani’s stand 
was motivated by high-minded “principles” and 
rather more by factional politicking.

Nevertheless, for those who don’t have “skin in 
the game” – that is to say, for those who aren’t 
ideologically committed to one party or another 
and who yearn for good governance – any ac-
tion taken against a corrupt Chief Minister is 
sound in principle.

But if the election results in Karnataka bear 
out the survey results, the BJP will likely infer 
that it perhaps erred in forcing Yeddyurappa to 
resign as Chief Minister, and effectively driv-
ing him away from the party. Even today, many 
central leaders of the party continue to remain 
in active touch with him, and the possibility of 
his being readmitted to the party remains high. 
The case advanced by those who have all along 
argued that the BJP has more to gain politi-
cally by having him within its fold (despite the 

taint of corruption that adheres to him) will be 
strengthened within the party.

This goes against the grain of popular opinion, 
as gleaned from the pre-election survey. Indica-
tively, as this table shows, 59 per cent of those 
surveyed said that the BJP did the right thing in 
forcing Yeddyurappa to resign as Chief Minis-
ter. Even BJP supporters among those surveyed 
agreed with that statement in equal measure. As 
many as 42 per cent of those surveyed (and 41 
per cent of BJP supporters) said they believed 
that Yeddyurappa had “betrayed” the party.

In other words, even though public opinion in 
general backs the BJP’s decision to force Yeddy-
urappa to resign, it is entirely possible that the 
party leadership will calculate – after toting up 
the gains and losses – that it would have been 
better off sticking with him. In the end, it’s all 
about winning and losing. In politics, principles 
and propriety don’t amount to anything more 
than a hill of beans.
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Karnataka Elections: BJP blames 
Yeddy departure, infighting for defeat

The BJP Parliamentary Board met in New Delhi on 
Wednesday evening to discuss the reasons for the 

party’s massive defeat in the southern state. 

PTI,  May 8, 2013

N ew Delhi: Several leaders among the 
BJP top brass today conceded the deci-
sion to remove B S Yeddyurappa from 

the chief minister’s post and his subsequent 
decision to form his own party has been a major 
contributor, along with infighting, to their rout 
in Karnataka assembly poll.

The BJP Parliamentary Board met in New Delhi 
on Wednesday evening to discuss the reasons 
for the party’s massive defeat in the southern 
state. BJP’s first government in the South not 
only failed to retain power but was reeduced 
from 110 seats in the last assembly elections in 
2008 rpt 2008 to 40 seats this time.

While most leaders acknowledge that Yeddy-
urappa had his revenge in these elections by 
ensuring that BJP puts up a dismal perform-
ance, those who had insisted on the former chief 
minister’s ouster from the top post were firm 
that there cannot be a compromise in the fight 
against corruption.

Yeddyurappa had to step down in July, 2011 
after the Karnataka Lokayukta indicted him in 
a land graft case. He finally quit BJP in Novem-

ber, 2012 and formed KJP.

“Division of our votebase has affected us as also 
the image of a lack of unity within the party in 
Karnataka. Also, the fact that some of our lead-
ers walked out of the party and some formed 
another party,” BJP leader M Venkaiah Naidu 
said.

Naidu said the party will do a thorough analy-
sis and take corrective steps. “We need to draw 
lessons and review the election results,” Naidu 
said.

However, BJP was quick to rubbish claims of a 
victorious Congress that the results depict the 
mood of the nation.

“State issues dominated these elections. It 
would be unfair and illogical to say this reflects 
the mood of the nation,” Naidu said.

He claimed if Congress is arguing that corrup-
tion was a big issue in these elections, then it 
will be “washed out” in the Lok Sabha polls as it 
is plagued by a series of scams.

BJP also dismissed Congress’ contention that 
it had won due to the efforts of Sonia Gandhi 
and her son Rahul. “If credit for the win goes to 
them, then the discredit also goes to them. They 
could not win in seven of the nine earlier elec-
tions. It is childish to make such a claim,” Naidu 
said.

BJP pointed out that the Congress President 
and the Vice President had campaigned in 
Gujarat, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and 
Goa, among other states, but the party had per-
formed badly in the elections there.
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Asked if BJP would now try to court Yeddyurap-
pa and bring him back to the party or to NDA-
fold, Naidu said there is no such proposal at the 
moment.

“The decision that we took at that time (to 
remove Yeddyurappa) was taken after careful 
thought. We took a principled stand and had to 
bear the consequences for it. We do not repent 
it,” Naidu said.

He maintained it was an “inevitable step” after 
the findings of the Lokayukta.

“We have taken a moral stand. BJP always takes 
a principled stand on larger issues of probity in 
public life. There is no such proposal to bring 
anybody back,” he said.

Naidu claimed BJP’s standards of probity are 
different from that of Congress which had gone 
ahead with Virbhadra Singh as Chief Ministerial 
candidate in Himachal Pradesh elections de-
spite corruption charges against him.

BJP maintained corruption is definitely an issue 

before the nation and Congress will have to pay 
for it.

He refused to pin the blame for BJP’s defeat on 
any particular party leader and said in his party 
there is “collective responsibility” for victory or 
defeat.

Asked what impact Gujarat Chief Minister 
Narendra Modi‘s campaigning had on BJP’s 
performance, he said the chief minister of a 
state cannot be expected to make a huge differ-
ence in the polls in another state as local factors 
too are at work.

Former BJP chief Nitin Gadkari has been asked 
by the party to go to Karnataka on May 14 as an 
observer with General Secretary in-charge of 
the state Dharmendra Pradhan to oversee the 
election of the BJP Legislature Party leader.

The party is hopeful of getting the Leader of the 
Opposition post in the assembly despite a tie 
with JD(S) as it has polled a higher percentage 
of votes.
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Karnataka Election: BJP workers 
miss Yeddyurappa, want him back

Yeddyurappa left the BJP on 30 November 2012 
to form his Karnataka Janatha Paksha.

FP Politics May 8, 2013

H ad BS Yeddyurappa stayed with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party in Karnataka, 
the lotus would have bloomed instead 

of the hand waving in victory. At least this is 
what, BJP cadres on the ground feel.

“Yeddyurappa was not only a Lingayat leader, 
he also led the party in Karnataka. Ever since he 
left, the BJP were performing badly,” said BJP 
leader Lehar Singh Siroya.

Siroya who was treasurer when Yeddyurappa 
was chief minister said that he would like the 
former chief minister to be brought back to the 
party with dignity. The BJP members who toiled 

hard in the election field yearn for Yeddyurappa 
to lead them again.

Siroya said senior party leaders ‘who were close 
to God’ were to blame for his exit which resulted 
in the humiliating defeat that the BJP is staring 
at today.

In the 2008 Karnataka Assembly polls, Yeddy-
urappa was instrumental in putting the saffron 
party in power in the southern bastion for the 
first time.

Yeddyurappa left the BJP on 30 November 2012 
to form his Karnataka Janatha Paksha.

All this brings up the vital topic of whether the 
BJP have settled the Yeddyurappa question 
earlier.

As the results reveal, the answer is yes, says 
Firstpost editor Akshaya Mishra.

“He has caused big damage to the party in the 
Mumbai Karnataka region. Any decision either 
way—to continue with him or discard him—
should have come much earlier. It would have 
allowed the party time to regroup and revive,” 
said Mishra.
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Karnataka election: BJP’s messy 
governance helped Cong win

The Karnataka poll results have proved that shoddy 
governance and political instability are a big 
no-no as far as the electorate is concerned.

T S Sudhir May 9, 2013

T he BJP has been shown the door in 
Karnataka, that it called its gateway to 
south India. It has been a humiliating 

defeat because the ruling party was reduced to 
fighting for the second place instead of a place 
in the government. And by virtue of this thumbs 
down, it has been reduced to a Hindi belt party, 
something that will cause huge concern in a pre-
general election year.

The Congress will take heart from this victory—
a much needed monsoon shower in the searing 
summer heat of Coalgate and Railgate—but if it 
interprets the result as a referendum on the per-
formance of UPA 2, it will only be fooling itself. 
This was a regional election fought on local is-
sues, a vote on the quality of governance deliv-
ered by the BJP in Karnataka since 2008. By no 
means, national issues got any traction during 
the campaign and it was not even a talking point 
for the electorate.

What then is the big message from the Karnata-
ka verdict? For starters, that shoddy governance 
and political instability are a big no-no as far 
as the electorate is concerned. By rejecting the 
BJP, the voters have sent out a message loud 

and clear to all political parties in India. That 
they will meet a similar fate if they do not put 
people first.

Political pundits in television studios have tried 
to analyse this election result rather simplisti-
cally by blaming the BJP’s defeat at BS Yed-
dyurappa‘s door. But it is not as simple as that. 
Yes, BSY did play his part in being the hitman to 
annihilate his alma mater. The Congress gained 
handsomely in Mumbai-Karnataka region, 
thanks mainly to Yeddyurappa playing spoiler.

But to analyse the verdict only by a ‘only if 
Yeddyurappa was still in the BJP…’ caveat 
would be to misinterpret it. Because travelling 
through Karnataka during the campaign period, 
one could sense the deep sense of anguish and 
disappointment at the manner in which the 
BJP had squandered away the verdict of 2008. 
Admittedly, the expectations from the BJP 
which sold its brand as a party with a difference, 
were high. Naturally, when the Congressifica-
tion of BJP was complete—three chief ministers 
in five years, corruption, nepotism—the people 
decided it hardly mattered whether you get the 
original or a xerox copy. Plus with the right-
wing groups having a field day in BJP bastion of 
coastal Karnataka—especially Udupi and Dak-
shina Kannada districts—the people decided 
to say they had enough of vigilante justice and 
communal hatred.

Interestingly, the voters have had the wisdom to 
reward those BJP MLAs who had a clean image. 
People like law and urban development minis-
ter Suresh Kumar or CN Aswath Narayan from 
Malleswaram in Bangalore have been returned 
to the Assembly.

The voters have also sent out another important 
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message, though a bit disturbing, through the 
EVMs. That corruption was a non-issue. BSR 
Congress, the party patronised by Gali Janard-
hana Reddy, the mining baron and former 
minister now in jail on charges of illegal min-
ing, tasted electoral success in Bellary. And the 
lesson political parties would now take is that 
the voters do not seem to appreciate hardline 
stance against corruption and point to how the 
BJP discarded Yeddyurappa and had to bite the 
dust. In contrast, the Congress brazened it out 
with Virabhadra Singh in Himachal Pradesh 
and won the election there last year. With a 
number of Congress politicians under a cloud, 
the party would conclude sacrifice of this kind 
does not pay political dividends.

With the BJP house in shambles, the focus 
naturally has turned to the Congress, where 
scrambling for the top job has begun. Leader of 
Opposition in the Karnataka assembly Siddara-
maiah was the first to declare he is in the race. 
This even before the EVMs had been unlocked. 
G Parameshwara, KPCC president, who was 
considered another claimant for the top job 
suffered a shock defeat and fingers are already 
being pointed by his supporters at the Siddara-
maiah camp.

But it won’t be an expressway to the Vidhana 
Soudha for Siddaramaiah. Already a loud cam-
paign is on, insinuating that his blood group is 
not Congress-positive. The reference is to his 
Janata Dal (Secular) background and that he 
is a relative newcomer into the party, having 
joined only in 2007.

Mallikarjun Kharge and Veerappa Moily are the 
other two chief ministerial aspirants. Already 
Moily has started making the right noises and 
his ability to raise funds in an election year can 
go in his favour. But Kharge’s credentials as a 
tall Dalit leader from the backward Hyderabad-
Karnataka region would make him a frontrun-
ner. Except that he won’t be seen as a face who 
can connect to a young crowd. What plank the 
Congress wants to go into the 2014 elections 
with, will determine its choice.

In the final analysis, Karnataka has voted for 
more ‘Kar’ (to do) and less of ‘nataka’ (drama). 
The time for both the Congress and the BJP to 
get their act together ahead of 2014 begins now.
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Karnataka Elections: Negative vote 
for BJP helped Cong, says Shettar

Speaking to reporters here, Shettar said 
developmental works undertaken by BJP government 

were overshadowed by “confusion and other 
negative things” that helped Congress.

PTI,  May 9, 2013

B angalore: Karnataka Chief Minister 
Jagadish Shettar on Wednesday said 
BJP accepted the people’s mandate 

in the assembly polls but claimed it was not a 
“positive” verdict for Congress.

Speaking to reporters here, Shettar said devel-
opmental works undertaken by BJP government 
were overshadowed by “confusion and other 
negative things” that helped Congress.

“More than the positive vote for Congress, 
negative vote for BJP has helped Congress gain 
majority,”, he said, adding his party could not 

reach out to the people on its developmental 
works.

Shettar submitted his resignation as Chief Min-
ister to Governor H R Bhardwaj who asked him 
to continue till alternative arrangements are 
made.

Earlier, state BJP President Prahllad Joshi said 
the pary would hold a two-day brainstorming 
session from May 14. “We will hold BJP legisla-
ture party meeting on May 14 and on May 15 we 
will chalk out a strategy to strengthen organisa-
tion,” he said.

Asked who was responsible for BJP’s electoral 
rout, Joshi said “all leaders are responsible.” 
To a question about the impact of B S Yeddy-
urappa, he said there were many factors which 
had caused the damage and “we will assess and 
rectify them.”

Asked if Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi 
failed to cast a spell for BJP in the election, 
Joshi said “when so much of negative votes 
were there, I will not attribute them to any cen-
tral leader including Modi.”
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The big CM question
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Karnataka poll result KBC: 
Kaun banega Chief Minister?

A number of politicians are in the fray to become 
the next chief minister of Karnataka. 

T S Sudhir May 8, 2013

I f there is one thing BJP leaders have been 
averse to discussing during this Karnataka 
election campaign, it is BS Yeddyurappa 

and how their former colleague is likely to split 
the traditional BJP vote. So what do they talk 
about instead? The leadership crisis in the Kar-
nataka Congress.

Law minister Suresh Kumar could not help tak-
ing potshots at how former chief minister and 
foreign minister SM Krishna is making a val-
iant bid to stay relevant in Karnataka politics. 
He pointed out, with a considerable degree of 
amusement, how a photograph of Krishna play-
ing tennis was released to the press recently just 
to send across a message to his critics that he 
was fighting fit. Being overpopulated with chief 
ministerial aspirants would prove the Congress 
party’s nemesis, predicts the BJP.

Call it wishful thinking of a party that seems to 
have given up any hope of returning to power 
but Suresh Kumar is both right and wrong. Go-
ing into an election without projecting a face 
certainly has its drawbacks, since voters like 
to know who their CM will be if they vote for a 
particular party candidate. But in the Congress 

scheme of things, the problem of plenty means 
projecting one person will mean strong dissi-
dence right through the campaign.

Karnataka is well represented in the Congress 
party and the government power structure in 
Delhi. Apart from Krishna, who was part of the 
cabinet till recently, there are senior leaders 
like Veerappa Moily, Mallikarjun Kharge, KH 
Muniyappa, K Rehman Khan, Oscar Fernandes 
and B K Hariprasad. Then you have Margaret 
Alva, currently Governor of Rajasthan, who may 
not mind a homecoming. Given that 2014 Lok 
Sabha polls won’t be a cakewalk for those who 
choose to contest them, none of them would 
mind moving his or her postal address to Ban-
galore from New Delhi.

There’s no dearth of leadership at the state 
level. Most predict a toss-up between Leader 
of Opposition Siddaramaiah and PCC chief G 
Parameshwara if the Congress comes to power. 
The two leaders are already locked in a battle 
for supremacy, with both going all out to dem-
onstrate their popularity in Rahul Gandhi‘s 
presence.

Of course, it will finally depend on how strong 
the support base of each of the two leaders is 
within the new Congress Legislature Party but 
then in the Congress scheme of things, the High 
command has the final say. And senior leaders, 
who claim to have heard it from Sonia Gandhi 
herself, say the Congress president is in favour 
of appointing a Dalit to the top job, which is 
interpreted as an advantage for Parameshwara.

Caste arithmetic will also play a role in such a 
decision. Dalits constitute nearly 20 per cent 
of Karnataka’s population. In comparison, the 
Kurba community to which Siddaramaiah be-
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longs, constitutes 8 per cent. However, between 
the two, Siddaramaiah is a more popular leader 
and a better orator.

A decision in favour of a Dalit CM, the Congress 
reckons, would be a masterstroke in the run-up 
to the general elections in 2014 as it will send a 
message to the scheduled caste community in 
the country at large. And for a party that thrives 
on symbolism, Congress leaders believe Kar-
nataka having a Dalit CM could be a stepping 
stone to UPA 3 government at the Centre.

However, Parameshwara may not be the most 
obvious choice. Mallikarjun Kharge could be 
the dark horse, with Siddaramaiah made deputy 
chief minister. Like Parameshwara, Kharge is 
also a Dalit but is a more senior leader and per-
ceived to be a better administrator.

“The big difference between them is that while 
Parameshwara is known for his urban sophistry 
and Kharge for his rusticity. The common Dalit 
does not connect with Parameshwara,” said SA 
Hemantha Kumar, political analyst.

Kharge, who was born in Bidar, represents 
Gulbarga constituency in the Lok Sabha, both 
of which are part of the backward Hyderabad-
Karnatak region that was accorded special 
status last year after a Bill was passed in Parlia-
ment. The argument in Kharge’s favour is that 
the chief minister coming from the region could 
provide an impetus to development activity in 
the region. Significantly, Rahul Gandhi started 
his campaign from Raichur district, also part of 
Hyderabad-Karnatak region.

The one factor that could go against Kharge is 
if the Congress leadership decides that only an 
MLA should become chief minister. But then a 
precedent has already been set in Uttarkhand, 
where Vijay Bahuguna was forced on the state 
leadership last year.

Interestingly, a churn has also taken place with-
in the BJP. With the exit of BS Yeddyurappa, 
the state unit is now totally under the control 
of Ananth Kumar. The Yeddyurappa-Ananth 
Kumar relationship is what caused many a rift 
within the state BJP. Though Jagadish Shettar 
as the chief minister is leading the campaign 
this time, nothing moves in the Karnataka BJP 
without Ananth Kumar’s nod.

The only two parties where the CM candidate 
is clear are the Janata Dal (Secular) and the 
Karnataka Janatha Paksha. But though HD 
Kumaraswamy and Yeddyurappa respectively 
know they have no chance of coming to power 
on their own, they would fancy their chances of 
making it to the top post in the event of a frac-
tured mandate that would necessitate either the 
Congress or the BJP to form a coalition. Both 
aspirations are likely to remain in the realm of 
dreams because after having had a bitter experi-
ence with political instability since 2004, Kar-
nataka voters may not be in a mood to put up 
with any more natakas (dramas).

So no matter the result of the polls in the state, 
who will be the next chief minister of Karnataka 
is unlikely to be answered in a hurry on May 8.
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Karnataka election result: Siddaramaiah, 
Moily, Kharge frontrunners for CM

The tussle for the Chief Minister’s post in 
Karnataka has begun with three top 

contenders for the post. 

FP Politics May 9, 2013

N ow that the Congress has resoundingly 
won the Karnataka General Assembly 
elections, the next big question is who 

the Chief Minister is going to be. State Congress 
leaders refused to comment on the issue, saying 
that the “Party leadership would decide”, while 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi said that 
party legislators would make the final decision.

Be as it may, these are the top contenders for 
the top job in Karnataka.

The top contender:

Siddaramiah

The former Leader of the Opposition in the 
Karnataka Assembly looks all set to become 
the chief minister of Karnataka after taking the 
party to a thumping majority in the polls.

The 64-year-old leader has been a part of Kar-
nataka polls for the last 35 years and if chosen 
could be the first chief minister of the state who 
is not from the Lingayat or Vokkaliga communi-

ty. A graduate in science and law, Siddaramiah 
was assoicated with the Janata Dal before he 
joined the Janata Dal (secular) faction headed 
by Deve Gowda.

In 2006, he joined the Congress and has since 
managed to stay on in the state assembly de-
spite some close shaves.

However, Siddaramiah has also come agoniz-
ingly close to being Chief Minister on two oc-
cations in 1996 and 2004. Siddaramiah may be 
an athiest, but he will be hoping that there are 
higher powers ensure that the third time’s the 
charm.

The also in the running

Mallikarjuna Kharge

The Union Labour Minister may not have been 
the prime candidate for the Chief Minister’s 
post when the elections began but now that the 
results have announced the Congress’ victory, 
the Dalit leader has said he was willing to take 
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the responsibility if needed.

As Firstpost‘s TS Sudhir noted in his piece 
Kharge, who was born in Bidar, represents 
Gulbarga constituency in the Lok Sabha, both of 
which are part of the backward Hyderabad-Kar-
natak region that was accorded special status 
last year after a Bill was passed in Parliament.

However, as he noted, the one factor that could 
go against Kharge is if the Congress leader-
ship decides that only an MLA should become 
chief minister. But by that logic Vijay Bahuguna 
shouldn’t have become the Chief Minister of Ut-
tarakhand.

Veerapppa Moily

Another Union Minister who could be in the 
running for the post owing to his proximity to 
the party high command. When told by a televi-
sion anchor of the possibility of him becoming 
the next chief Minister after yesterday’s victory, 
Moily was self effacing but did not rule it out 
either.

“My mandate is limited to bring back Congress 
to power, I have done it. Next question of lead-

ership, central leadership will take it,” Moily 
said.

Moily is also seen as one of the contenders for 
the post. AFP
Elected as an MP from the Chikkaballapura 
constituency, Moily is presently the Petroleum 
and Gas Minister but has wielded consider-
able influence in Karnataka before going to 
Delhi.  Since contesting his first state polls in 
1972, Moily has served in various posts while in 
Karnataka like being the Minister for Industry, 
Finance and Education but never the top job. 
Will fate and the Congress president smile on 
him this time?

The also ran

G Parameshwara

The Pradesh Congress chief was in the running 
for the top job in the run up to the elections, 
until he suffered a defeat in the polls. A Dalit 
community leader, Parameshwara was seen as 
the biggest force contesting against Siddarami-
ah but losing his seat in Karatagere means the 
only post he might hold on to for now will be the 
state Congress chief’s post.
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Karnataka Elections: Cong says it 
has galaxy of minister for top posts

“There are several tall leaders. We have great respect 
for Siddharamiah, Mallikarjun Kharge, Veerappa 

Moily, S M Krishna and Oscar Fernandes. We have 
galaxy of stalwarts who are capable (of becoming the 

Chief Minister),” party spokesperson Renuka 
Chowdhary said.

PTI,  May 8, 2013

N ew Delhi: The Congress on Wednes-
day kept up the suspense over its Chief 
Ministerial candidate in Karnataka, 

saying it has a “galaxy of leaders” for the top 
job.

“There are several tall leaders. We have great 
respect for Siddharamiah, Mallikarjun Kharge, 
Veerappa Moily, S M Krishna and Oscar Fern-
andes. We have galaxy of stalwarts who are 
capable (of becoming the Chief Minister),” party 
spokesperson Renuka Chowdhary told reporters 
here.

She was responding to a question whether Sid-
dharamiah, being the CLP leader, is the natural 
choice for the Chief Minister.

“There are several people who contributed to 
the party’s victory,” Chowdhary said.

A section in the party earlier maintained Sid-
dharamiah was the natural face of the party in 
the election.

However, the names of Kharge, Moily and PCC 
chief G Parameswara also did the rounds as se-
rious contenders for the top job even before the 
results were out.

Parameshwara lost in Koratagere in Tumkur 
district to JD(S) candidate. Senior Congress 
leader and former Union Civil Aviation Minister 
C M Ibrahim bit the dust in Bhadrawati.

Buoyed by the victory, the party spokesperson 
expressed confidence that people would repose 
their faith in Congress even in 2014 general 
elections and dismissed the contentioin that 
the issue of corruption could damage Congress 
in the next Lok Sabha polls as it did the BJP in 
Karnataka.

She said the Congress would not have to pay 
the same price as the party had also carried out 
many development programmes and whenever 
it had made mistakes or perceived mistakes, 
“our action is louder than words”.
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Karnataka Election: Does Paramaeshwara’s 
loss make Siddaramaiah next CM?

G Paramaeshwara had won the state 
polls in 2008.

Fp Staff,  May 8, 2013

T he race for the next chief minister of 
Karnataka got narrower on Wednesday 
in the Congress camp with the state unit 

president G Paramaeshwara increasingly trail-
ing behind Janata Dal (Secular)’s Kapu Siddal-
ingaswamy in the Koratagere constituency.

Even as this copy was being written, Para-
maeshwara was trailing by 6311 votes, while 
another prominent party member and Leader 

of Opposition in the state Assembly S Siddara-
maiah had already won in Varuna constituency. 
With this victory Siddaramaiah made his chance 
lot brighter ahead of Paramaeshwara of becom-
ing the state’s next chief minister. Siddaramaiah 
had won from the same seat in 2008 as well.

G Paramaeshwara had won the state polls in 
2008.

Others in the possibility of being the next chief 
executive of the Karnataka government from 
the Congress camp are Union Minister of Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas M Veerappa Moily, 
Union Minister of Labour and Employment M 
Mallikarjuna Kharge, Union Minister of Micro 
Small & Medium Enterprises (Independent 
Charge) KH Muniyappa and former Union min-
ister SM Krishna.

At the end of the day, it is the Congress Core 
Committee in New Delhi that will decide about 
the next person in command in Karnataka.
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