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Sreesanth, 2 more RR players 
arrested for spot fixing in IPL

Sreesanth, Ankit Chavan and Ajit Chandiliya have 
been arrested along with seven bookies on charges of 

spot fixing in the ongoing Indian Premier League.

FP Staff May 16, 2013

T hree players from the Rajasthan Royals 
and seven bookies have been booked by 
the Delhi Police on charges of spot fixing 

in the Indian Premier League.

Fast bowler and former India player S Sree-
santh, batsman Ankeet Chavan and all rounder 
Ajit Chandilia were the three Rajasthan Royals 
players arrested, reported PTI.

The special cell of the Delhi police arrested 
Sreesanth from his friend’s place in Mumbai 
while the other two cricketers were arrested last 
night from the team hotel at Nariman Point for 
their alleged role in spot fixing.

The arrest took place immediately after the 
players returned to their team hotel, following 
their match against Mumbai Indians at Wankh-
ede stadium.

The Delhi police source said that these players 
were under the scanner for their role in spot 
fixing in some of the earlier IPL match although 
they did not elaborate which matches were un-
der scrutiny.

The police have also arrested seven bookies in 
Mumbai and three bookies in Delhi in connec-
tion with the same case. They are looking for 
two more bookies in Delhi.

The Rajasthan Royals are in the top four teams 
in the ongoing IPL tournament and had played 
a match against Mumbai just yesterday.

Chavan was a part of the squad that played in 
yesterday’s match and bowled three overs for 
25 runs, while the two others did not play in the 
game.

The Rajasthan Royals meanwhile made a state-
ment, saying We are in touch with BCCI on spot 
fixing probe, and will co-operate with it.

Meanwhile the reactions are flooding in on 
Twitter:

http://www.firstpost.com/


Copyright © 2012 Firstpost

http://www.firstpost.com/


Copyright © 2012 Firstpost

Rotate watch, towel in pant: How 
Sreesanth and Co fixed matches

The Delhi police Commissioner Neeraj Kumar 
addressed the media in Delhi and revealed details 

of how three cricketers (S Sreesanth, Ankeet Chavan 
and Ajit Chandila) fixed matches.

R Jagannathan,  Nov 15, 2012

T he Delhi police Commissioner Neeraj 
Kumar addressed the media in Delhi 
to reveal details of how 3 cricketers (S 

Sreesanth, Ankeet Chavan and Ajit Chandila) 
fixed matches. He also said that 11 bookies and 
their assistants had been arrested in a scam of 
spot-fixing.

Neeraj Kumar explained the modus operandi 
of the fixers: “There was an agreement between 
the bookies and the players that in a certain 
over they would give away a minimum amount 
of runs. The bookies also gave the players direc-
tions that they have to make certain indications 
such as ‘rotate watch’, ‘put on a towel’ ‘spend 
time setting the field’  ’taking out locket or chain 
from shirt’ or ‘take out both’.

After they made these indications, the bowlers 
then gave away a pre-determined number of 
runs.

1st instance — match held at Jaipur be-
tween PWI and RR, 5th May, 2013

Ajit Chandila gave 14 runs in the second over of 

his spell. However, he forgot to give the pre-de-
termined signal as a result of which the bookies 
could make good on their books. So there was 
a lot or argument and they wanted the money 
back. He was given 20 lakhs advance with an-
other 20 lakh to be be received after the match.

Coversation between bookie and Chandila:

Bookie: Ha bataon bhai
Chandila: Pehla over jaane do. Doosre over se 
sambhal loonga.
Bookie: Signal kya hoga
Chandila: Dono t-shirt upar uthaonga aur phir 
neeche karke over chalon karonga.

2nd instance — Sreesanth makes Rs 40 
laks match held at Mohali between KXIP 
and RR, 9th May, 2013

Sreesanth bowled the first over without wear-
ing a towel and then he bowled the second over 
with a towel. Then he set the field in order to 
give the bookies time to make their bets. Sree-
santh received 40 lakhs for this.

The police then gave details of a conversation 
between Jiju, one of the accused, and Sreesanth 
were then read out

3rd instance — Ankeet Chavan makes Rs 
60 lakhs, MI vs RR, 15th May, 2013

The bet was that Chavan would give more than 
13 runs in the over. The over went like this: 6 
of the first ball, 2 off the second, 6 off the third 
ball, and then he controlled the over to give just 
one run in the over.

Chandila motivated Ankeet all day. Later, 
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Chandila asked him to say he was prepared to 
go ahead with it. Ankeet said he was ready and 
then asked Chandila how much money he was 
going to get. They haggled over the price a bit 
and then settled on 60 lakhs.

After the over, Chandila and a bookie Mandar 
spoke: “Sethji, khush hai na.” 
“Paise Ankeet ko mat dena, aapki baat mujhse 
hui hai toh paise bhi mere through jaane cha-
hiye.”

Signals could have been given during commer-
cial breaks as well, said Kumar. Last night, our 
team was camping in Mumbai and soon after 
the match, the decision was taken to arrest S 
Sreesanth and the other two bookies

Sreesanth was arrested on Carter Road.
Chandila from Intercontinental.
Chavan from the Trident.

Amit Kumar (Bookie) in room no 336 in Inter-
continental.
Manan and others were also arrested.

How did it all start

We had information that the Mumbai under-
world was indulging in match fixing and spot 
fixing. We were keeping them under surveil-
lance. The names of these three came to light 
and we were waiting for an oppotunity to nab all 
three. It was only yesterday that Chavan came 
through for the bookies.

The cases have been registered under IPC 420 
and 120b for conspiracy. There will be more ar-
rests. No more players are involved — no for-
eigners or Indians.

The Delhi police also said that the mastermind 
is sitting abroad.
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S Sreesanth: colourful, emotional, 
controversial and now facing jail?

Here’s a timeline of all the controversies 
involving S Sreesanth.

FP Sports May 16, 2013

S Sreesanth is probably one of India’s most 
colourful, contemporary cricketers. Today 
he was arrested on charges of spot fixing 

IPL matches. This comes after a line of new-
grabbing moments in his cricketing career.

2006 – it’s the time to disco: Sreesanth’s jig 
after hitting Andre Nel for a six over long-off is 
simply unforgettable.

2007 – best friends with Symonds: Sree-
santh couldn’t stay off controversies even when 
he wasn’t playing. During Australia’s tour to 
India, he and Andrew Symonds had already 
had a couple of spats — but Sreesanth took it to 
another level. During a game which he was sit-
ting out, he got the drinks on the field just when 
Symonds was dismissed and sledged him.

2007 – roughing up the English: The 
match at Trent Bridge will be remembered for 
Jelly Beans and Sreesanth shoulder-charging 
Michael Vaughan, bowling a beamer straight at 
Kevin Pietersen’s head and running through the 
crease by a couple of feet before unleashing a 
bouncer from round the wicket at Paul Colling-
wood. He lost 50 percent of his match fee.

2008 – Slapgate: The IPL‘s inaugural season 
saw Harbhajan Singh slap Sreesanth after a 
Kings XI Punjab vs Mumbai Indians match — 
which left the usually angry pacer in tears.

Harbhajan was fined and banned from the rest 

of the tournament. This event keeps resurfacing 
almost every time Sreesanth is in the middle of 
a controversy (including this year).

2009 – Hayden gets a mouthful: Matthew 
Hayden slammed Sreesanth for three sixes in 
an over, after which the bowler lost his cool and 
launched a tirade at the Aussie. Hayden called 
him an overrated bowler.

2010-11 – Smith fit: Spat with Graeme Smith 
during the South Africa tour. Even though 
Sreesanth came up trumps in that duel, it was 
later revealed that he had got personal with his 
remarks against Smith and Paul Harris. Sree-
santh in response said he was thankful for the 
verbal duel — which ‘woke him up’. However, 
MS Dhoni admitted that the player was hard to 
control.

2012 – causing a flight delay: A co-passen-
ger in a Bangalore-Delhi flight alleged Sreesanth 
of “boorish behaviour” on board the aircraft.

TR Ravichandran said that Sreesanth got into a 
“childish argument” with flight attendants when 
he was asked not to sit near the emergency exit. 
Ravichandran said other passengers, includ-
ing himself, objected to Sreesanth’s behaviour 
which led to delay in take-off of the flight. Sree-
santh denied the allegations and said he hardly 
had any conversation with the passenger and he 
knew how to behave in public.

2013 Twitter rant: The Slapgate controversy 
resurfaced in this year’s IPL after a newspaper 
headline riled the pacer. He went on a Twit-
ter rant, saying that he was disgusted with the 
event being brought up again and again. He 
also called Harbhajan a backstabber and said 
that the IPL video would show what really 
happened. The BCCI then issued a warning to 
Sreesanth for his outburst.
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Who are 
Ajit Chandila and Ankeet Chavan?

The two Rajasthan Royals players, along with the 
more famous S Sreesanth, have been arrested by the 

Delhi Police on charges of spot-fixing. 

FP Sports May 16, 2013

A jit Chandila and Ankeet Chavan have 
suddenly been thrown into the limelight 
— for all the wrong reasons.

The two Rajasthan Royals players, along with 
the more famous S Sreesanth, have been arrest-
ed by the Delhi Police on charges of spot-fixing.

And for those who don’t know too much about 
the two players, here’s a quick profile.

Ajit Chandila: Shot to fame in the IPL after 
taking a hat-trick in the fifth season of the IPL 
against Pune Warriors. Chandila also scalped 
Sachin Tendulkar and Ricky Ponting in Ra-

jasthan’s first match against Mumbai Indians 
this season. However, Chandila’s run-out ap-
peal against Adam Gilchrist in a recent match 
against Kings XI was criticised, with Rahul 
Dravid stepping in to sort out the issue. Gil-
christ was caught out of the crease trying to 
evade a thrown.

Playing for Air India, the all-rounder has taken 
the wickets of  VVS Laxman, Virender Sehwag, 
Yuvraj Singh, Gautam Gambhir, MS Dhoni and 
Suresh Raina at domestic level. Chandila made 
his first-class debut for Haryana in 2010 and 
was snapped up by Delhi Daredevils initially — 
before moving to Rajasthan.

Ankeet Chavan: 27-year-old Chavan is rela-
tively unknown compared to Chandila and Sree-
santh. The all-rounder has played for Mumbai, 
Mumbai Cricket Association XI, Mumbai Indi-
ans, Mumbai Under-19s, Mumbai Under-22s 
and of course, Rajasthan Royals.

Chavan has played three matches in the IPL this 
season — taking just one wicket and scoring no 
runs. His biggest claim to fame is the 9/23 he 
took in the previous season against Punjab. He 
has 1931 runs and 53 wickets in his first-class 
career.
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IPL spot-fixing racket: 
Bookies might have Pakistan links

The India Premier League (IPL) spot-fixing racket that 
has led to the arrest of three Rajasthan Royals 

cricketers, including India’s fast bowler Sreesanth, 
could have links to Pakistan, Mumbai Police 

sources said on Thursday.

IANS,  May 16, 2013

M umbai: The India Premier League 
(IPL) spot-fixing racket that has led to 
the arrest of three Rajasthan Royals 

cricketers, including India’s fast bowler Sree-
santh, could have links to Pakistan, Mumbai 
Police sources said on Thursday.

Sreesanth and his colleagues Ankeet Chavan 
and Ajit Chandilia as well as seven bookies 
from Delhi, Mumbai and Ahmedabad were ar-
rested by Delhi Police here. According to police 
sources, the arrests were made on the basis of 
tracking phone calls, at least two dozen of which 
originated from Pakistan.

A couple of bookies of the total seven arrested 
from Mumbai in connection with ‘spot fixing‘ 
are allegedly linked to absconder mafia don 
Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar, who is said to be in 
Pakistan, sources said. Dawood is believed to be 
a veteran in cricket betting and match fixing.

The three cricketers, who have been suspended 
by the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) pending an enquiry, and the two bookies 
were arrested late Wednesday from the Rajas-
than Royals‘ team hotel Trident.

Delhi Police sources also confirmed IANS that 
the arrests were made on the basis of phone 
taps over two weeks.

“Delhi Police were tracking the phone calls of 
players and bookies for the last two weeks. And 
after they got concrete evidence of involvement 
of players arrests were made,” a Delhi Police 
spokesperson told IANS.

Police are likely to probe a dozen matches in 
the ongoing IPL even as the Rajasthan Royals 
declared a ‘zero-tolerance’ attitude towards fix-
ing and extended its full cooperation with the 
investigators on the issue.

Though investigators maintained silence on the 
issue, the probe may encompass more Indian 
and some foreign players in the current IPL.

AICC secretary and Congress MP from Mumbai 
North Sanjay Nirupam demanded a thorough 
probe.

“Not only the players, but also all those connect-
ed with the IPL should be thoroughly investi-
gated and the BCCI must fully co-operate in the 
matter,” Nirupam told media networks.

Last year, the Board of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) had suspended Shalabh Srivastava, 
Mohnish Mishra, T.P. Sudhindra, Amit Yadav 
and Abhinav Bali for spot-fixing in the IPL that 
was revealed in a sting operation by a TV chan-
nel.

Spot fixing came to light in 2010 when three 
Pakistani cricketers Mohammad Asif, Moham-
med Aamir and then skipper Salman Butt were 
arrested during the Test series in England.

They were alleged to have carried out specific 
on-field actions, including bowling no-balls at 
pre-determined times, for payment, during the 
Lord’s Test. The International Cricket Council 
(ICC) later handed them long bans and they 
were also convicted and sentenced to spells of 
detention in Britain.
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IPL spot fixing: How Jiju Janardhan 
is connected to Sreesanth

Jiju Pokkan Janardhan, who was arrested with 
Sreesanth, is a distant cousin and has also been 

operating as a bookie, according to a TV channel. 

FP Sports May 16, 2013

A television channel has quoted unnamed 
sources as saying that one of the persons 
arrested with Sreesanth was his cousin 

and also a bookie for a betting syndicate.

Jiju Pokkan Janardhan, who was arrested with 
Sreesanth, is a distant cousin and has also been 
operating as a bookie, the channel reported.

Sources told Firstpost that Janardhan used to 
live in Gandhinagar and played in the Under-19 
and Under-21 squads but couldn’t make it into 
the Gujarat Ranji team.

So rather than grapple with the uncertainty of 
trying to make the Ranji team in a strong state 
like Gujarat, Sreesanth made Janardhan an 
offer to move to Kerala in 2008-09. Janardhan 
took him up on the offer and made the move. 
He even managed to play in the Under 25 squad 
of the state team.

He also played in a Kerala XI vs Hyderabad XI 
in September 2009.

However, he was unable to make his mark there 
either and moved back to Gandhinagar. First-
post spoke to a young Gujarat cricketer, who 
played with Jiju in the Anand Premier League 
around a year back.

“He is a good batsman, bau maarto tho (used to 
hit a lot.) He is an allrounder,” said the Baroda-
based cricketer, who did not want to be named. 
“He is an allrounder. Nature wise normal tha, 
he would talk to everyone and was pretty friend-
ly. No drugs either.”

The Delhi police is going to hold a press confer-
ence at 3 pm and that’s when more details are 
expected.
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Sreesanth’s betrayal: What will 
Rahul Dravid be going through now?

Ashish Magotra May 16, 2013

R ahul Dravid was naïve.

Before every game, when the commentators 
would ask him about his team’s plans, he would 
repeatedly say: “We are just looking to play 
good cricket.”

But now, you wonder what good cricket is all 
about. Is good cricket about making as much 
money as possible? Is good cricket about win-
ning? Is good cricket ‘fixing’ things well? Is good 
cricket not getting caught while doing some-
thing wrong? Is good cricket about losing in the 
right way?

Rajasthan was the fairytale — the David that 
was winning against the Goliaths. Just yester-
day, before the start of the game against Mum-
bai Indians, a tweet was doing the rounds and it 
mentioned: Did you know the #RR squad cost 
$5.74m versus the #MI squad at $18.84m?

Dravid earned his reputation as one of cricket’s 
gentlemen cricketers. Through the course of a 
long record-breaking career, the Rajasthan Roy-
als skipper proved himself to be a scrupulous 
character – he never compromised on integrity 
and always played the game with the right val-
ues.

And upto this point. Rajasthan were looking like 
Dravid’s team and they were playing by his rules 
too – not by the rules of some bookie. They were 
looking like one unit, they were looking like a 
team that was playing cricket for all the right 
reasons – not for money but because they liked 
the game.

But now we see that Dravid was naïve. Perhaps 
we all are.

S Sreesanth, Ankeet Chavan, Ajit Chandila and 
all those involved will get what they deserve. 
But what did Dravid do to deserve this? Indeed, 
what did any of us do to deserve this?

http://www.firstpost.com/
http://av.firstpost.com/2013/05/121509_usp16513a1-1.mp4


Copyright © 2012 Firstpost

Shock and awe: Who said what

http://www.firstpost.com/


Copyright © 2012 Firstpost

Hero worshipped in Kerala, 
Sreesanth still innocent in his state

The summary of the response in his Sreesanth’s home 
turf is that of incredulity. They are unwilling to 

believe that the pacer is guilty.

G Pramod Kumar May 16, 2013

S ince this morning, TV channels in Kerala 
have been asking people on the streets if 
they believed Sreesanth was guilty. Un-

surprisingly, a majority of them said they didn’t.

This is exactly how Shashi Tharoor or the Kerala 
Cricket Association (KCA) initially reacted, with 
a caveat that the pacer should be considered in-
nocent until proven guilty.

KCA Secretary TC Mathew said that he would 
still like to believe that Sreesanth was innocent 
unless proved otherwise.

The channels also repeated the allegation by 
Sreesanth’s family that the cricketer has been 
trapped. His father and brother-in-law went to 
the extent of charging that the entire episode 
was the handiwork of Indian captain MS Dhoni 
and Harbhajan Singh.

Sreesanth knew many personal things about 
Dhoni, his father Santhakumaran Nair alleged, 
perhaps insinuating that it could have made the 
captain insecure. Harbhajan, according to him, 
is a Deputy Superintendent of Police in Punjab 

and had a role in the trap. The reason: the Twit-
ter expose on ‘slapgate’ by his son.

So, the summary of the response in his home 
turf is that of incredulity. They are unwilling to 
believe that the pacer is guilty. Many of them 
said he was hard working and rose to the top 
against all odds. Channel reporters in Kochi 
and Thiruvananthapuram went to the grounds 
where he played or practised and boys who 
knew him said that their hero was trapped by 
certain lobbies.

Sreesanth is the only cricketer from the state 
who rose to such a level of international fame 
and sustained it for some time. The earlier 
names such as Sunil Walson, who was in the 
1983 World Cup squad, and Tinu Yohannan 
were not even just flashes in the pan. They dis-
appeared even before they started playing.

For its perpetual big city ambitions, Sreesanth 
was perhaps Kerala’s only national hero in pop-
ular culture. Leading film actors and directors, 
although won national awards, never succeeded 
in crossing over to the big league and the state 
doesn’t have big names in business or industries 
either. Therefore, every time a person of Kerala 
origin makes it big, the media celebrates it big 
time.

The media in Kerala, particularly the most 
popular ones that mostly dish out trivia, are 
specialists in making heroes out of even me-
diocre achievers. Hyperbole about national and 
international acclaims is their routine language 
to play the sons(and daughters)-of-soil card. 
Even the slightest acclaim by a Keralite, any-
where in the world, is routinely exaggerated and 
celebrated.
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The same hero-worship and hyperbole was 
repeated for years on Sreesanth and perhaps 
that made him lose his way. While other Indian 
cricketers kept quiet most of the time, other 
than in official press conferences, he was often 
heard speaking in Malayalam channels.

In a popular Malayalam women’s weekly, he 
was once featured in a photoshoot for his pen-
chant for international designer clothes and 
branded accessories. The photo-feature was 
so ridiculous and aspirational that it gave the 
price of each accessory he was wearing and he 
seemed to have enjoyed the attention. Similar 
references of the prices of his watch or a shirt 
also became part of a conversation that he had 
on a TV interview. He also kept talking about 
Kerala cricketers making it big in the national 
scene.

He was a star attraction because he was able 
to achieve glitter and glamour on a national 
platform, that was otherwise inaccessible to the 
people of Kerala. Most of the leading film actors 
were apparently close to him and they were of-
ten heard praising him on TV whenever he took 
a catch or made some impact in the field. After 
the T20 World Cup win, Kerala media hailed 
his catch as the winning event although it was a 
very ordinary effort.

So, this is what happens when people from 
small towns lose proportion, and one of the rea-

sons is the misplaced hyperbole and the result 
illusions of grandeur. At one state, there were 
also talks of him acting in a movie.

The same hyperbole is now happening around 
the Rajasthan Royals player Sanju Samson as 
well. The media in Kerala as well as people from 
the state on social media have gone overboard 
praising Samson, comparing him with even 
Tendulkar and Dravid.

It’s high time that the people who govern cricket 
in the states and in India counsel cricketers 
from small towns, particularly from states like 
Kerala where hype is the media norm, so that 
they are not spoiled by silly hero worship and 
distracted by popular culture which feeds on 
reflected glory.

Sourav Ganguly on CNN-IBN was spot on when 
he commented on Sreesanth. He said the pacer 
was a wasted talent, who played one match and 
was out for a year due to injury. Then he would 
suddenly appear in Dubai dancing with his 
friends from Kerala.

Sanju Samson, who incidentally was brought in 
by Sreesanth, should be extremely careful not to 
be carried away and distracted. The kiss by the 
media and purveyors of popular culture in the 
state can be the kiss of death.
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From Ganguly to Gavaskar: 
Who said what on IPL spot-fixing scandal

Shocked and outraged reactions have been pouring in, 
in the wake of news that three players from the 

Rajasthan Royals and three bookies have been booked 
by the Delhi Police on charges of spot fixing in the 
Indian Premier League. These are some of them

FP Sports May 17, 2013

S hocked and outraged reactions have been 
pouring in, in the wake of news that three 
players from the Rajasthan Royals and 

three bookies have been booked by the Delhi 
Police on charges of spot fixing in the Indian 
Premier League.

Here we collect some of them:

Sreesanth’s family: 

His mother: He has never been after money. He 
will never do something like this. This is a trap 
by some of his colleagues to fix him.

His father: Since he spoke against Harbhajan 
on Twitter, they had decided to take him out. 
Sreesanth was very close to Dhoni and knew 
many of his personal details. Dhoni had threat-
ened him that he would never be taken back in 
the test side.

Brother in law, Madhu Balakrishnan: The inci-
dent is a plot to destroy Sreesanth’s marriage 
plans.

Saurav Ganguly, former India captain:

I am very disappointed in Sreesanth. If he and 
the others are found guilty, they should be 
banned for life. I played during an era of Ten-
dulkar, Dravid, Dhoni, Sehwag, VVS, Kumble 
and you can’t put a finger on them.

Sunil Gavaskar, former India captain:

“We need to remember that people are innocent 
till proven guilty. The T-20 format is such that 
unorthodox things are tried, sometimes they 
come off, sometimes they don’t. I don’t think 
there has been anything in the IPL that has 
raised my eyebrows”.

Former ICC Chief, Sharad Pawar:

“There should a thorough probe and if guilty 
they should be banned for lifetime. The BCCI 
should probe the incident and give most strin-
gent punishment because such incidents sully 
the name of the game and nation,

Shashi Tharoor, Congress MP

Well it’s sad, he’s a very fine player. He’s been 
the pride of Kerala. He’s a very fine cricketer, 
I’ve known him personally. You know there is a 
maxim that one is innocent until one is proven 
guilty. So let us not judge his guilt until the 
proof has been provided, the courts have gone 
through the process, his defence is heard. I’m 
not prepared to condemn him until there is a 
conclusive determination of guilt. All I can say 
that it is a very sad day for those of us who like 
Sreesanth and his contribution to cricket”
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Former cricketer Farokh Engineer:

“I am disappointed with allegations of spot-fix-
ing re-surfacing in cricket. If the charges made 
against three Rajasthan Royals‘ players are 
proven, it will be a big blow to IPL, BCCI and 
cricket as a whole.”

Harsha Bhogle, veteran cricket commen-
tator:

“Everybody in the cricket world knows you 
should not be talking money matters with peo-
ple you do not know. The best that can be done 
is educate, need to go for a strong education 
programme in cricket, he said.”

Ratnakar Shetty, Chief Administrative 
Officer of the BCCI

“BCCI is all for a clean sport. We have zero tol-

erance for corruption and match fixing,”

Mandira Bedi,

And the worst of it is that they play for a team 
whose Captain is one of the most honorable 
men in cricket.

Former India cricketer and BJP MP Kirti 
Azad:

“Spot fixing is a problem that has plagued the 
IPL and the Indian cricket board has done too 
little to curb it. When five players were accused 
of spot fixing during last year’s IPL, I had sug-
gested that you shouldn’t take it on yourself and 
it should have been taken to police. You will find 
in 90 percent of cases it is taken up by Delhi 
police…Much of the fixers are from Delhi”
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Full BCCI statement on IPL fixing 
scandal: We are shocked and saddened

The BCCI’s statement on the IPL fixing scandal 
reveals that the three players have been 

suspended as well.

Ashish Magotra May 16, 2013

T he BCCI’s statement on the IPL fixing 
scandal is below:

The BCCI is shocked and saddened at the recent 
developments. The BCCI has zero tolerance to 
corruption. We will offer all cooperation to the 
Delhi police and all other authorities in their 

investigations in this matter. The IPL Govern-
ing Council has met and decided that the crick-
eters found involved will be dealt with severely.

As of now, the 3 players viz; Ankeet Chavan, 
Ajit Chandila and S. Sreesanth stand suspend-
ed pending enquiry. All information required 
to bring the persons involved to book will be 
collected and strictest action will be taken, if 
found guilty.

The BCCI engages the services of the anti cor-
ruption wing of the ICC to educate and monitor 
players and support staff in prevention of cor-
ruption of any form in the game.

In fact, it is wholly unfortunate that despite 
such education, best playing conditions and 
terms of engagement offered, some players 
seem to be indulging in such activity.
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Sreesanth’s father blames Harbhajan, 
mother alleges conspiracy

The former India cricketer’s family has alleged 
that his former teammates may have framed 

him in the case. 

FP Staff May 16, 2013

M umbai: The India Premier League 
(IPL) spot-fixing racket that has led to 
the arrest of three Rajasthan Royals 

cricketers, including India’s fast bowler Sree-
santh, could have links to Pakistan, Mumbai 
Police sources said on Thursday.

Sreesanth and his colleagues Ankeet Chavan 
and Ajit Chandilia as well as seven bookies 
from Delhi, Mumbai and Ahmedabad were ar-
rested by Delhi Police here. According to police 
sources, the arrests were made on the basis of 
tracking phone calls, at least two dozen of which 
originated from Pakistan.

A couple of bookies of the total seven arrested 
from Mumbai in connection with ‘spot fixing‘ 
are allegedly linked to absconder mafia don 
Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar, who is said to be in 
Pakistan, sources said. Dawood is believed to be 
a veteran in cricket betting and match fixing.

The three cricketers, who have been suspended 
by the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) pending an enquiry, and the two bookies 
were arrested late Wednesday from the Rajas-
than Royals‘ team hotel Trident.

Delhi Police sources also confirmed IANS that 
the arrests were made on the basis of phone 
taps over two weeks.

“Delhi Police were tracking the phone calls of 
players and bookies for the last two weeks. And 
after they got concrete evidence of involvement 
of players arrests were made,” a Delhi Police 
spokesperson told IANS.

Police are likely to probe a dozen matches in 

the ongoing IPL even as the Rajasthan Royals 
declared a ‘zero-tolerance’ attitude towards fix-
ing and extended its full cooperation with the 
investigators on the issue.

Though investigators maintained silence on the 
issue, the probe may encompass more Indian 
and some foreign players in the current IPL.

AICC secretary and Congress MP from Mumbai 
North Sanjay Nirupam demanded a thorough 
probe.

“Not only the players, but also all those connect-
ed with the IPL should be thoroughly investi-
gated and the BCCI must fully co-operate in the 
matter,” Nirupam told media networks.

Last year, the Board of Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) had suspended Shalabh Srivastava, 
Mohnish Mishra, T.P. Sudhindra, Amit Yadav 
and Abhinav Bali for spot-fixing in the IPL that 
was revealed in a sting operation by a TV chan-
nel.

Spot fixing came to light in 2010 when three 
Pakistani cricketers Mohammad Asif, Moham-
med Aamir and then skipper Salman Butt were 
arrested during the Test series in England.

They were alleged to have carried out specific 
on-field actions, including bowling no-balls at 
pre-determined times, for payment, during the 
Lord’s Test. The International Cricket Council 
(ICC) later handed them long bans and they 
were also convicted and sentenced to spells of 
detention in Britain.
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How Twitter has reacted to 
Sreesanth’s arrest for spot-fixing

The shock arrests of former Indian pace bowler 
S Sreesanth, batsman Ankeet Chavan and all rounder 

Ajit Chandilia all of whom play for the Rajasthan 
Royals, has predictably sent Twitter into a spin.

Anant Rangaswami May 16, 2013

T his is not a good day for cricket and for 
the IPL, if social media is an indicator.

The shock arrests of former Indian pace bowler 
S Sreesanth, batsman Ankeet Chavan and all 
rounder Ajit Chandilia all of whom play for the 
Rajasthan Royals, has predictably sent Twitter 
into a spin.

Raj Kundra  seems to be stoic and is attempt-
ing some damage control when he says, “When 
asked the repeated question is IPL fixed my 
answer is always IPL teams CAN’T be fixed but 
individual players who lack integrity can.”

Stand up comedian vikram sathaye @vikram-
sathayenow is not being very funny – and he’s 
concerned. “What will happen to Fair play 
Award in IPL ! #disturbingmorning #Hopeit-
snottrue,” his tweet says. His hashtags speak of 

his anguish,

Pritish Nandy is cynical as he usually is about 
the IPL. “Actually the IPL is like our movie 
awards, designed for TV and TRPs. Dont expect 
too much authenticity there. Its just another 
show.”

Harsha Bhogle  is trying to douse the fire. 
“this is a time for sane voices not rabble 
rousers,” is his update.

Chetan Bhagat is in Pritish Nandy’s corner. 
“IPL is private teams playing for money. If you 
think it’s more than that, the joke is on you. It’s 
entertainment for TRP. Anything goes.”

Mandira S Lalvani clearly loves her cricket 
and this morning’s news bothers her. “If sree 
and co are guilty they deserve to be in jail for 
bringing disrepute to the sport that’s made 
them who they are,” she says,

MisFit  from across India’s borders enjoys the 
moment, but drags the ICC into the mess. She 
says to @AamirJavedPTI “Not only #IPL, India 
is the root of cricket corruption and @cricketicc 
knows and supports it.”

bhatnaturally   finds something to laugh 
about, referring to the hugely entertaining 
FakeIPLPlayer. “Now, ‘Aappam Chutiya’ sounds 
even more right,” is his comment.
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IPL spot fixing: Sreesanth is innocent 
until proven guilty, says Shashi Tharoor

Congress Minister Shashi Tharoor was quoted by 
local media channels as saying he believed 
Sreesanth is innocent until proven guilty.

FP Sports May 16, 2013

A s news broke that pace bowler S Sree-
santh was arrested along with batsman 
Ankeet Chavan and all rounder Ajit 

Chandilia were the three Rajasthan Royals play-
ers arrested, the mood in Kerala is one of disbe-
lief, with even Shashi Tharoor speaking out in 
support of him.

Congress Minister Shashi Tharoor was quoted 
by local media channels as saying he believed 
Sreesanth is innocent until proven guilty.

“You know there is a maxim that one is innocent 
untill one is proven guilty. So let us not judge 
his guilt untill the proof has been provided, 
the courts have gone through the process, his 
defence is heard. I’m not prepared to condemn 
him untill there is a conlusive determination of 
guilt. All I can say that it is a very sad day for 
those of us who like Sreesanth and his contribu-
tion to cricket”, he was quoted as saying.

Most local television channels in the state 
tended to support Sreesanth and his possible 
innocence.

Local television channels also spoke to the 
former India player’s family, who maintained 
that there was no chance that he would have 
done something like this, especially given the 
fact that he was looking forward to making a 

come back into the national test and ODI side. 
They allege that he has been trapped.

The police has also arrested three bookies in 
Delhi and are on the lookout for two more.

A case has been registered at the Marine Drive 
police station against all three arrested players 
under charges of IPC sections 420 (for cheating) 
and 120 (b) (for conspiracy). Chavan and Chan-
dilia were arrested from the team hotel straight 
after their match with the Mumbai Indians.

There are no details of the case registered 
against Sreesanth, who was picked up from a 
friends house in Delhi.
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Can anyone stop spot-fixing?
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Spot-fixing explained: Why IPL 
is the perfect breeding ground

It is only with the kind of police investigation that 
has taken place that these sorts of arrangements 

can be discovered and exposed.

Tariq Engineer May 16, 2013

I n his book, ‘Gambler, Bookie, Fixer, Spy, a 
journey into cricket’s underworld’, author 
Ed Hawkins is convinced T20 leagues such 

as the ICL and the IPL have provided the game 
with an ideal breeding ground for fixing.

According to him, when players with no loy-
alty or connection to their franchise fly in for a 
couple of months and then fly out to go play for 
someone else, then they might be tempted more 
easily than if they were playing for their nation-
al sides. When players play for a different fran-
chise each year, and the results of the matches 
are irrelevant in the larger scheme of cricket, 
then it becomes easier to say why not.

With today’s revelations that S Sreesanth, Ajit 
Chandila and Ankeet Chavan have been ar-
rested for spot-fixing, and more players are 
under suspicion, it appears that Hawkins was 
dead right. Hawkins also points to Dubai as an 
important center of the fixing trade, specifically 
mentioning Dawood Ibrahim and D-company, 
which news reports now link to the arrests.

He also provides a detailed description of the 
betting process and breaks down how spot-
fixing works. It is not, as is commonly believed, 
fixing one act or moment in a game. A bet on a 
no-ball, for instance, would raise suspicion be-
cause no-balls are rare events. For someone to 
put money on such a rare event would instantly 

raise a red flag.

According to Hawkins, no respectable bookie 
would take a bet on a no-ball. Players who agree 
to bowl a no-ball at a specified moment – like 
the three Pakistani bowlers did in 2010 – are 
likely to have done so to prove they are willing 
to fix, and not as an actually fix. Spot-fixing, 
says Hawkins, most commonly takes place 
across what is called “brackets”.

A bracket is a span of overs – say 10 – and typi-
cally a range of runs is set e.g. 73 – 77 runs to 
be scored in the first 10 overs of the match. A 
bettor can place a bet that the team will score 
less than 63 or more than 67. The bracket also 
changes with the results of the runs scored in 
each over.

Using last night’s match as an example, Cha-
van had reportedly agreed to give away more 
than 13 runs in his second over (the third of the 
match). He had given away just two in his first 
over and Mumbai were 10/0 after two overs. 
At that stage, the bracket would have prob-
ably moved to a lower number – say 64- 68 
– with the likelihood that bettors would pick 
the lower number. With Chavan giving away 
15 runs in the third, those who had bet on the 
lower number would likely have lost out. But 
those in on the fix, would have picked the higher 
number, and stand to make a killing.

This sort of spot fixing is very hard to prove 
by looking at trends during a match. It is en-
tirely possible for a spin bowler to be taken for 
runs during the Powerplay and would not raise 
suspicion among fans or investigators. It is only 
with the kind of police investigation that has 
taken place that these sorts of arrangements can 
be discovered and exposed.
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Sreesanth and other players on 
cricket’s fixing wall of shame

Pace bowler Sreesanth, batsman Ankeet Chavan and 
all rounder Ajit Chandilia are the latest entrants 

to cricket’s spot fixing wall of shame. Here are the 
others who have been caught and punished for 

the offence in the past.

FP Sports May 16, 2013

P ace bowler Sreesanth, batsman Ankeet 
Chavan and all rounder Ajit Chandilia 
are the latest entrants to cricket’s spot 

fixing wall of shame.

Here are the others who have been caught and 
punished for the offence in the past.

Salim Malik (Pakistan):

1995: Accused by MarkWaugh and Shane 
Warne of attempting to bribe them to lose 
matches 
1999: First player to be banned for match fixing
2008: Ban revoked

Hansie Cronje (South Africa):

2000: Admitted to taking bribes from bookies 
to fix matches

2000: Admitted to offering money to gibbs and 
henry williams to under-perform
2000: Banned for life

Herschelle Gibbs (South Africa)
2000: Admitted to initially agreeing to under-
perform in an ODI game at Nagpur 
2000: Banned for 6 months

Mohammed Azharuddin (India)

2000: Declared guilty of match fixing by the 
BCCI
2000: Banned for life

Ajay Jadeja (India)

2000: Banned for 5 years for match fixing 
2003: Ban revoked

Salman Butt, Mohammed Amir and Mo-
hammed Asif (Pakistan)

2011: All 3 players convicted and jailed on 
charges of spot-fixing during the 2010 England-
Pakistan test series 
2012: All 3 released from jail

BCCI suspends 5 cricketers for ipl spot 
fixing 
2012: Five IPL players caught in a tv sting op-
eration discussing money for match fixing 
2012: Suspended from all formats of the game
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Less shock, more sense: 
The fix cricket really needs

This is just the kind of setback that the IPL did not 
need but I don’t believe that it had a hand in creating 

it. Graft is deeply-rooted in sport, not just cricket, 
and needs a much-wider cleansing process than 

blaming it on the IPL.

Abhilasha Khaitan May 16, 2013

F act: You cannot break what has not been 
fixed. Call it the credibility or, more gran-
diosely, the sanctity of cricket. It was 

never quite cleansed from the taint of corrup-
tion that inevitably takes the game to the dark 
side and leaves the faithful with little to defend.

Shock, therefore, went off the table a long time 
ago.

One is hurt and disappointed by the cheapen-
ing and undermining of an interesting, even 
exciting, edition of the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) by yet more ugliness. But do I find the 
revelations of spot-fixing sensational and mind-
boggling? No. That ship had sailed over a dec-
ade back with the fixing scandal that emerged in 
the late 90s. Each subsequent incident has only 
further sharpened that oft-used barb that makes 
cricket lovers cringe and blush when casually 
bandied by miffed spectators: Arrey, match 
banaaya hua hai.

The mood of the minute suggests one bursts 
with fury but I, unfortunately, don’t have any 

dynamite sticks to explode. Been there, seen 
that, want this fixed (er, or not). But much as I’d 
like to see the guilty punished and the system 
restored, it cannot be at the expense of logic. 
For instance:

It’s too easy to blame the IPL: Not only is it 
inaccurate, it is also hypocritical to attribute all 
the corruption in sport to the IPL. The previous 
spot-fixing incidents, such as the one involving 
Mohammed Amir, Mohammed Asif and Salman 
Butt during the 2010 series between England 
and Pakistan, have occurred during regular 
international fixtures. More importantly, fix-
ing and betting have been constant compan-
ions of the sport way before the IPL was even 
conceived. I am not a great proponent of the 
league but I refuse to get carried away with the 
IPL-driven commerce and corruption connec-
tion that is bound to be discussed in the media, 
particularly the English.

Take this recent tweet from former England 
captain Michael Vaughan: “Spot fixing in the 
IPL…. Not the most surprising News I have 
heard today…” The tournament has grappled 
with a never-ending string of problems since 
its inception. It has managed to handle most 
but struggled with the perception battle that 
it seems destined never to win. This is just the 
kind of setback that the IPL did not need but I 
don’t believe that it had a hand in creating it. 
Graft is deeply-rooted in sport, not just cricket, 
and needs a much-wider cleansing process than 
blaming it on the IPL.

Sreesanth, a problem within a problem: The 
angry, bewildered face of the Indian pacer is a 
perfect fit for the posterboy of any scandal. His 
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alleged involvement thus becomes a convenient 
truth – the talent-gone-wrong slips yet again. 
Look, he has been a loose cannon for a long 
time now. As is usual in Indian sport, he was a 
boy wonder till he wasn’t. And then, as he fell 
into oblivion, he also seemed to fall into a spi-
ral of errant behaviour and craziness that ap-
peared, in part, a cry for help.

I don’t know if Sreesanth, a clear candidate for 
therapy and counselling, was ever given that 
assistance but this is a fall from grace that he 
is unlikely to recover from. This deteriorat-
ing cricketer was an easy target for the betting 
syndicates. It is the player’s choice to succumb 
or not and here was one with no visible proof 
of resolve. Shashi Tharoor, a senior Congress 
leader from his home state, Kerala, might pro-
claim that the bowler is innocent until proven 
guilty but the verdict in court is irrelevant. Until 
the hacks have bigger fish to fry, he will remain 
the most saleable face of this controversy. I 
hope that doesn’t stop someone from scratching 

the surface.

But beyond the specifics of the immediate inci-
dent, here’s the thing I fear the most. The high-
involvement nature of the sport in India begets 
a variety of extreme reaction. Outrage and 
cynicism are the two most popular sentiments 
post the ‘breaking’ of such controversies. People 
express shock, sanctimony and poor humour. 
Some even revel in the drama of it all. The is-
sue is brought to our living rooms in simplistic 
motherhood questions and answers that are 
punctuated with the right degree of judgment 
and provocation. Sense becomes a nuisance as 
we scramble to find that fall guy who will be-
come the face of the scandal.

Noise has a way of cloaking the real problem 
and cricket deserves better.

The author writes on popular culture, cricket 
and whatever else takes her fancy. She tweets 
@abbykhaitan.
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Sreesanth arrest: WhatsApp, BBM 
the latest tech tools in Match fixing?

The bigger picture in all this of course, is the fact 
that messages you send across these networks 
are by no means secure, which is something 

to definitely think about. 

Ayeshea Perera May 16, 2013

E ven as the cricket watching public comes 
to terms with the news that former In-
dian pace bowler S Sreesanth along with 

two of his Rajasthan Royals teammates have 
been arrested for spot fixing, an interesting fact 
that has come to light is that messaging services 
like WhatsApp and BBM were used by the play-
ers and bookies to coordinate.

Times Now reported that the Delhi police had 
around 70 phones under surveillance during 
their probe into spot fixing in the IPL and were 
tracking messaging software like Whatsapp and 
Blackberry Messenger.

It was reportedly while tracking these messag-
ing services that they found Sreesanth and the 
two others’ involvement in the spot fixing ring.

Both services are reasonably more secure than 
SMS, which would explain why they were used 
as mediums for communication. Messages sent 
across these networks are encrypted and also 
exist outside of your mobile service provider.

But though more difficult to track than SMS, it 
is not impossible to monitor both services.

WhatsApp, which uses your mobile phone 
number as your user ID unlike BlackBerry Mes-
senger which relies on a unique PIN number 
that exists outside of your mobile network pro-
vider, can be tracked quite easily. There were 
several claims in fact, that the Android version 
of WhatsApp could be vulnerable to intrusion, 
presenting a possible security risk to those who 
use the service on the Android mobile operating 
system in particular.

BlackBerry Messenger which is almost impos-
sible to track, was, in fact most notoriously used 
by London rioters as a means to organise them-
selves during an organised campaign of looting 
and burning stores in the city.

However as of April this year, BlackBerry smart-
phone owners – who were interception-secure 
all these days – can be lawfully tapped in India 
citing security concerns, reported the Daily 
Mail.

“Indian security agencies confirmed to Mail 
Today on Friday that the process to access the 
BBM service, which operates with the highly 
protected 256-bit encrypted data, is underway 
and would be up and running soon”, the report 
added.

The bigger picture in all this of course, is the 
fact that messages you send across these net-
works are by no means secure, which is some-
thing to definitely think about.

So while in this case the monitoring of such 
services uncovered a betting ring, the incident 
is still likely to open up larger debates around 
security and privacy.
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We are completely taken by 
surprise: Rajasthan Royals

Here’s the full statement from Rajasthan Royals 
over the arrests of three players on spot 

fixing charges.

FP Sports May 16, 2013

F ollowing the arrests of S Sreesanth, Ajit 
Chandila and Ankeet Chavan on spot 
fixing charges, IPL franchise Rajasthan 

Royals have released a press statement as fol-
lows.

“We have been informed that 3 of our players 
have been called in for investigation on spot 
fixing in matches. We are completely taken 
by surprise. We do not have the full facts at 
this point and are unable to confirm anything. 
We are in touch with the BCCI on this matter. 
We will fully cooperate with the authorities to 
ensure a thorough investigation. The manage-

ment at Rajasthan Royals has a zero-tolerance 
approach to anything that is against the spirit 
of the game.”

The Delhi Police have also arrested three book-
ies — from Delhi, Mumbai and Ahmedabad 
and TV channels reported that more arrests are 
likely.

Times Now reported that police had put 70 
phones under surveillance leading to the arrests 
and that players and bookies were communicat-
ing through Whatsapp and BBM.
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What becomes of the IPL?
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Despite the spot-fixing shame, 
the IPL show must go on

The scandal points to the need for cleansing the IPL 
culture, but it’s no reason to pull down the entire 

edifice. The IPL is still a platform for talent-spotting, 
and retains enormous entertainment value that cannot 

be robbed by a few charlatans.

Venky Vembu May 17, 2013

F or a cricketer of at best middling talent, 
being part of an IPL franchise is about as 
good as it gets. Forget foolish romanti-

cism about playing for the the greater glory of 
the game: there’s pots of money to be made – 
legitimately – on the IPL gravy train. And even 
better, it gives you a chance to showcase your 
talent in a way that can lead to even more lucra-
tive advertising endorsement contracts.

It’s entirely possible, as Thursday’s  expose of 
the spot-fixing scandal surrounding three Ra-
jasthan Royals players has shown, that you may 
make Rs 60 lakh merely to throw one over – 
and the additional exertion of tucking a towel 
into your trousers as a sign to the bookies to line 
up their bets. That may seem like easy money 
for jam, but it was always a high-risk enterprise 
– one that could, as even a schoolboy cricketer 
knows today, lead to imprisonment, a life ban – 
and the ignominy of seeing your name tarnished 
for eternity (unless, of course, you can reinvent 
yourself as a politician, in the way that some 

tainted cricket stars of yesteryear have done).

Just the fact of being paraded for news cam-
eras, their faces covered in black hoods, in the 
way that S Sreesanth, Anket Chavan and Ajit 
Chandila were on Thursday, should be mortify-
ing in itself for anyone who came into the game 
in search of fandom and fortune. For men who 
wanted to covert in dance-shows and otherwise 
savour the good life and the glamour that inevi-
tably comes with the game today, it’s about as 
unedifying a comeuppance as it can get.

Which is why it’s hard to concur with those who 
argue, with the noblest of intentions, that the 
three players at the centre of the scandal – Sree-
santh, Chavan and Chandila – were somehow 
representative of the entire IPL culture, and 
that therefore the entire IPL circus should be 
made to pull down its tent and leave town. Or 
even that somehow these “boys” were innocent 
small-towners who ought to have been men-
tored into knowing right from wrong.

When it came right down to it, these three men 
knew they were committing an egregious crime 
that would, in the light of recent instances of  
imprisonment of (and life-bans on) the black 
sheep in white flannels, lead perhaps to prison 
– and most certainly to infamy. And yet, they 
chose to risk their reputation and the prospect 
of future fortunes on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
so to speak.

And in this day and age of excessive electronic 
surveillance, it’s far harder to thread the needle 
– and carry on BB Messenger and What’sApp 
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chats with bookies and even make physical 
contact with them to collect the payoffs – than it 
was in earlier times.

And unlike in politics, where Ministers can 
disown their nephews who have been caught 
taking bribes on their behalf, and even bend the 
CBI investigations in order to exonerate them, 
cricketers without godfathers who are cavorting 
with criminals have got their risk-reward equa-
tion all wrong.

Wry social media commentators have noted – 
only half in jest – that in this particular case, it 
is the bookies who are consummate fools. Sree-
santh, they point out, didn’t really need to be 
paid Rs 60 lakh to throw an over; his own me-
diocre talent would have ensured that for free. 
But, of course, what the bookies were paying big 
money for was the certainty of a full toss – at a 
time of their choosing.

Even so, if the bookies were paying the three-
some to ensure that Rajasthan Royals didn’t 
make it to the playoff stage – as some media 
accounts have it – the final outcome shows that 
particularly in a format as fickle as T20 cricket, 
you can only do so much to change the destiny 
of a team. For every Sreesanth or a Chandila, 
there’s also a Rahul Dravid or a Shane Watson 
who can change the cricketing karma of their 
team with their individual prowess. If that 
doesn’t reinforce your faith in the tarnished 
game today, I don’t know what will.

There is, of course, much that is wrong with the 

IPL ecosystem. The blatant conflict of interest 
that allows the BCCI president to wear an ad-
ditional hat as the owner of an IPL franchise 
speaks volumes about the high threshold for 
impropriety that is tolerated in India. Another 
such franchise owner is battling stock market 
regulators on his shadowy corporate affairs; yet 
another is using his IPL engagement as a glam-
orous diversion from his crashlanded airline 
company.

But all these are symptomatic of a larger Indian 
failing, and while they scream out loud for a 
cleansing of the IPL culture, it’s no reason to 
pull down the entire edifice. It is still a platform 
for talent-spotting, and retains enormous enter-
tainment value that cannot be taken away by a 
few charlatans. As cricket commentator Harsha 
Bhogle observed on Thursday, it’s just as per-
verse to ask for the public distribution system 
to be wound down in its entirety because some 
people abuse it.

There’s just one other aspect of the entire epi-
sode that is profoundly moving: the mental 
devastation of Rajasthan Royals’ skipper Rahul 
Dravid that was manifest in his appearance 
before television cameras on Thursday. That 
such perfidy should have gone on under so dis-
tinguished a cricketer – who elevates the game 
with his conduct both on and off the field – is 
doubly tragic. If the uncertain world of cricket 
were a morality play, his team players should 
– from here onwards – play beyond their them-
selves and win this IPL round for their captain.
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Spot-fixing scandal: BCCI chief 
N Srivinasan defends IPL

Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) president 
Narayanswamy Srinivasan on Thursday defended the 

Indian Premier League (IPL) stating that three 
corrupt players does not mean that the lucrative 

cash-rich league is also corrupt.

R Jagannathan,  Nov 15, 2012

M umbai: Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) president Narayan-
swamy Srinivasan on Thursday de-

fended the Indian Premier League (IPL) stating 
that three corrupt players does not mean that 
the lucrative cash-rich league is also corrupt.

Three Rajasthan Royals players – S. Sreesanth, 
Ankeet Chavan and Ajit Chandila – were arrest-
ed by the Delhi Police special cell late Wednes-
day night in Mumbai on spot-fixing charges.

“One or two bad eggs here and there cannot 
sully the entire game. I don’t think it is a case of 
players not having enough money. If at all you 
can call it greed. We have to objectively examine 
what further steps can we take and how we can 
demonstrate that these things don’t pay at all. I 
don’t subscribe that the IPL is untenable,” Srini-
vasan told reporters here via a video-conference 
call from Chennai.

The board president added that they cannot go 

into the details without having full information.

“We will take all necessary steps to take out this 
kind of corruption. We will enforce the severest 
punishment to the players if found guilty. What 
is shocking is that one Test and a Ranji player 
were caught. We cannot go into the detail right 
now as we do not have enough information. We 
just know that they have been arrested and the 
police have got evidence against the three. We 
have not seen the FIR yet. We would like to see 
the evidence and take further action,” added 
Srinivasan.

On being asked what does scandal entail, he 
replied: “Justice has to persevered and we will 
go according to our procedures. The ICC has its 
anti-corruption unit and we will have discussion 
with them. We are taking precautionary steps as 
the BCCI also has its own anti-corruption unit.

“We hoped that after the ban on five players 
last year, the message was sent out loud and 
clear. But as police have informed us, the bookie 
network is huge. We thought when we made an 
example last year, we thought the message was 
clear. But it is truly sad that this has happened. 
If there are bad seeds, they are there.

“We will take whatever steps are necessary for 
people to understand this is a very serious mat-
ter and you can get into a lot of trouble. But we 
must understand we are just the BCCI. If there 
is a criminal act, police has to take steps,” said 
Srinivasan referring to the ban slapped on the 
five domestic players last year.
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IPL is a full blown mafia now, 
says Firstpost reader

What do Firstpost readers think of the spot-fixing 
mess? Here’s a selection of their thoughts.

FP Staff May 16, 2013

W hat do Firstpost readers think of the 
spot-fixing mess? Here’s a selection 
of their thoughts.

Jatin thinks we should stop watching the IPL. 
“A billion dollars of white business, a 20 billion 
in black ,9 teams ,76 matches fixed ,250corrupt 
jackasses on the pitch, a mafia called BCCI and 
a billion monkeys crazy about it …..Me watch 
IPL …rather take a jog,” is his comment.

Rajat Sharma 625 compares the IPL to a Hol-
lywood blockbuster. “d same (netting of big fish-
es) was said last year as well when 4-5 young-
sters were arrested for fixing.. but u shud realise 
tht BCCI will do all thts possible to keep a lid on 
d things lest their empire falls down like a pack 
of cards.. IPL (nd indian cricket in general) is 
a full blown mafia now.. seems like a gangster 
movie,” says Rajat.

ithkumar.org believes we should have seen this 
coming. “No wonder the most prolific T20 bats-
man – Hodge is coming in at No 8 and No 9.”

Arvi finds Shashi Tharoor’s stand unconvincing. 
Shashi Tharoor: “Sreesanth is innocent until 
proven guilty,THIS STANDS FOR EVERYONE 
IS’NT SO, Narendra modi is guily until proven 
innocent. 12 years and counting- he’s still 
guilty..!! Good luck ruling this country!!!”

Fact gets even more political. “My suggestion to 
sirishanth ; JOin congress !! yes dude , you will 
get clear chit . look Azar after joninng congress 
he become as clean as white in media nad Inves-
tigating agencies …JOIN Congress to clear this 
case …. Congress is sacred party where every 
corrupt etners comes out with Clean image !!,” 
he says.

Neverwinter Nights says that fixing is as old as 
the hills. “Match fixing in Indian cricket could 
not have been started in 1990s. Probably started 
way before but that is a time and a place that 
investigations shall not be allowed to touch. 
Maybe, many legends around the world will 
fall,” is his view.

harsi thinks like Jatin. “Please stop following 
this sport. It’s long lost it’s passion and has only 
become a money making proposition from weak 
minded fools,” he says, virtually echoing Jatin.

Raja sees the IPL mess as a reflection of all 
that ails Indian society. “Anybody blaming IPL 
for corruption of greedy, individual cricketers 
should ask themselves if elections and democ-
racy be banned because individual politicians 
indulge in corruption.,,, Don’t over react. Don’t 
generalize. Should Test cricket be banned be-
cause some Pakistani cricketers were convicted 
for spot fixing in that infamous Lords Test?,” 
says Raja.
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What Sreesanth’s arrest means 
for IPL and Rajasthan Royals

If the fall in ratings was not bad enough for the IPL 
and for brands associated with the IPL, this morning’s 

news that India bowler Sreesanth and two other 
Rajasthan Royals players, Ankeet Chavan and 
Ajit Chandila, have been arrested for alleged 

spot-fixing has made it worse.

Anant Rangaswami May 16, 2013

I f the fall in ratings was not bad enough for 
the IPL and for brands associated with the 
IPL, this morning’s news that India bowler 

Sreesanth and two other Rajasthan Royals 
players, Ankeet Chavan and Ajit Chandila, have 
been arrested for alleged spot-fixing has made it 
worse.

It’s bad enough that cricket is viewed, even 
without this incident, with great cynicism each 
time a match seems to switch momentum. Till a 
couple of decades ago, such changes in fortunes 
would have been greeted with the comment that 
the game is one of ‘glorious uncertainties’.

Now the uncertainty is far from glorious; it’s 
shameful uncertainty.

As IPL 6 nears the end of the league phase, 
audiences will wonder which of the previous 
matches have witnessed spot-fixing, cheat-
ing teams, players and fans of honestly played 
matches.

Let there be no doubt; this incident, featur-
ing Indians, has damaged the sport beyond 
imagination. Pepsi, the title sponsor of IPL 
6, has made considerable investments in the 

tournament, and, as this is being written, the 
telephone lines in Pepsi’s India – and global 
– headquarters will be buzzing. Pepsi has com-
mitted to almost Rs.400 crores for 5 years in 
the IPL – and, now, that investment looks like a 
risky bet.

Today’s sorry mess will cause viewers to look 
at every single dismissal with suspicion, every 
single six, every single wide, every single no 
ball, with great suspicion. In the light of this 
morning’s news, even Rahul Dravid’s dismissal 
yesterday looks different. Last night, it looked 
like a terrible error by the umpire. This morn-
ing, one wonders…

This is the worst possible news for the BCCI and 
for cricket in India. We’ve just seen the murky 
election of L Sivaramakrishnan as a players’ 
representative to the ICC, which has not done 
India’s image any good – and has been seen and 
interpreted as a display of crude money power 
politics played by India.

The new spot fixing mess will cause the ICC and 
the associations of countries whose players are 
part of the IPL to look at this tournament as a 
danger to the cleanliness of the game globally – 
and we could see overseas players being pressu-
rized by country administrators to give the IPL 
a skip in future editions.

If that does happen, the downward slide for 
brand IPL begins this morning. It’s going to be 
fast and hurtling. After all, which brand wants 
to be associated with a brand as tainted as the 
IPL?
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